Transcript* - The Churches of Revelation - Jay Gjurgevich 9/1/2024

Good morning everybody. How are you doing? It's good to see you here this morning. Thank you for joining us.
| got to tell you, believe it or not, from time to time, people will ask me what it's like to be a pastor. And of
course, there's a lot of different ways that | could answer that question.

But | want to tell you this morning about one of the most awkward things about being a pastor. Can | tell you
that, it's when | meet somebody for the first time and they realize that I'm a pastor, right? So inevitably, I'll
meet a neighbor or a soccer parent or whatever it may be. And you get in those conversations.

We've all been in those conversations, and inevitably you'll get to that point where they ask you, okay, well,
what do you do for a living? And | always take a deep breath at that point because | know what's coming. It
happens almost every time. In fact, my friend, | have a close friend who's who I've had for years and and he's
seen this happen a lot.

And he actually has a term for it. He calls it being pasteurized. And it's when someone recognizes and hears
for the first time that I'm a pastor, | know what's going to happen. | take a deep breath and | say, well, 'm a
pastor. And typically a couple things happen. The first thing that happens to someone is they'll respond by
saying, oh, kind of just like that, right?

Because the first part of the oh is they're surprised because not many of them see pastors just walking
around in the wild, right? They're supposed to be a church or whatever it may be. And then secondly, the
second part of the oh is almost like an oh, no, because they start replaying the conversation that we've had
to that point in their minds and they start really thinking about, is there anything inappropriate that I've said
to this point, to this pastor and |, | kid you not, I've had | don't know how many people apologize to me at that
moment for like, profanity or an inappropriate thing that they said in the conversation up to that

point. | find it a lot of fun in the end. But the second part isn't as fun because typically what they'll say is at
that point is, oh, you mean like you do that full time? Like, | thought you guys just like, worked on Sundays. And
| gotta tell you, it takes like, every ounce of me to not respond in some kind of snarky way to say, like, yeah, we
only work on Sundays.

Kind of like NFL football players only work on Sundays, or cops only work when there's a crime being
committed. But | use as much self-control as | can. | resist saying that, and | say to them instead, yeah, well, it
gives me an opportunity to explain that. Yeah, we do a little bit more in church leadership than just show up
on Sundays and do what we do on Sundays.

In fact, it's a lot like any other job where you're leading people and you're leading an organization is that you're
always concern about how you're leading that organization, how the organization is doing. And we have
countless conversations and discussions and times of prayer and thinking about how are we doing as a



church and where are we going and how are we spending these resources and discussions about things like
staffing and budgets and church events and of course, discussions, inevitably, about how healthy is our
church spiritually and those kinds of things?

And | point that out because this morning we as we continue our our series in the book of Revelation, we're
going to be looking at revelation chapters two and three. And if you're familiar with the book, you may know
that these are the chapters where Jesus specifically has messages for the seven churches of revelation. In
other words, the churches in the first century who received this book.

Originally, the seven churches who are mentioned by name in the Book of Revelation. And one of the great
things that we get to see is we see Jesus actually give them each a specific message about what's going
right in the church, about things that they need to improve, and maybe about what's coming next. And | think
this section is really relatable for us.

It's really practical. It's immediately applicable because it is Jesus speaking to churches just like ours about
what is going on, and maybe the good things and the bad things. | think sometimes | think how amazing it
would be if Jesus just showed up on the stage, took the mic and said, Broadway, Christian Church, this is
what's going great in your church and these are the things you need to change.

And by the way, here are the things that are coming. And so here's how you're supposed to prepare for
those things. How wonderful would that be if we could just get a few minutes of Jesus telling us that as a
church? Well, until Jesus comes back, we have the next best thing. | think with these messages, we've got
these seven messages that are communicated to these churches that are meant not only to be for those
churches, but because they're God's Word.

They're meant to speak to every generation of the church, including our church today, in the church that we
live in today, in the modern church. And so we're going to approach these messages a lot like we would
approach, any of the other letters that are written to New Testament churches, like a church, like, for
instance, the book of Romans, the book of Galatians, the book of Ephesians, those are all letters that were
written to churches in the first century.

But of course, we know that we can read those today and understand that they apply to us also. Same thing
goes for these messages. They're a lot shorter, but the function is much the same in that | don't think they're
meant to be interpreted in all kinds of wild ways. You may hear that they're, you know, just like a lot of places
in the book of revelation, there's some wild interpretations of these things for example, there's one
interpretation that applies these seven churches to seven eras throughout church history, which really that's
just speculation.

There's not really great evidence for that, really. | think as we look at this, what we're meant to see is that this
is meant to speak to all generations of the church, and it was originally given to churches that existed in
history in real places, in real time. And so what that means is that as we approach this, if you remember a
couple of weeks ago when we opened up the series, we talked about the importance of understanding
context.



We said context is king. And another rule that we talked about was that, is that we're going to play by the
rules, right. Another principle is that we play by the rules. And what this establishes for us is a context in
which these messages were given to the original churches, then for us to understand and apply today.

So with that in mind, let's talk a little bit about this context. First, let's talk about the historical cultural context
that each of these churches were in. | brought a map with me this morning to show you again where these
churches were located. But these were seven churches that were located in the first century in an area that
was known as Asia minor under the Roman Empire.

Now, why that's important to know is because in the Roman Empire during the first century, the Roman
Empire, especially at this point in time, had gotten to a place where they were governed, kind of like what was
known as an imperial cult. And what that means is that the Roman Empire believed that their government
not only established political rule over their citizens, but they also had spiritual authority over their citizens,
which means, in a nutshell, that they believed that Rome was given by the gods to exercise spiritual authority
over all the citizens under the Roman Empire, and that Caesar himself was God's human representative, or
the gods, the human representative of the gods.

They believed in plural gods of the gods on the earth, and so that he himself was divine, and he himself was
worthy of worship and worthy of devotion, like you would devote to another God. Now the. This posed a
problem, though, for the Christians living under this Roman imperial cult, because of course they pledged
their worship to Jesus alone.

And we know in Scripture God said, this goes all the way back to the first commandment, right? God says,
you will have no other gods before me, and you will worship no other gods except for me. But of course,
under the system, there was a lot of real pressure for the churches to conform to the pressure of society.

Because here's the reality is that these were actually rules and laws that they had to follow as citizens. They
were commanded that if they didn't participate in the worship festivals and they didn't offer sacrifice, says to
Caesar that they could be arrested, they could be killed, and at the very least, they could lose their ability to
operate or to conduct themselves in normal society so that they couldn't participate in commerce.

They couldn't buy, sell and trade. And so they lost their ability to provide even a livelihood for themselves and
their families if they were recognized as not being in compliance with these laws. So faced with those options,
you might imagine that there was a lot of compromise, or at least a temptation to compromise among the
churches in the first century, maybe to say like, well, Il worship Jesus in private, but in public I'll just kind of
present myself as one of the other Romans, and nobody will know the difference.

After all, God just looks at the heart anyway, right? Well, what we're going to see in these messages is that
Jesus is not at all okay with that kind of approach. And in fact, you had other false teachers that were coming
into the church and were encouraging the Christians to compromise as well. And Jesus has some of the
strongest words that he has in all of Scripture against those teachers in particular.



In fact, he says, | hate that teaching. | will make war against those teachers, and | will throw them in the great
tribulation. So maybe you're asking then, what could really caused Jesus to be so upset and give these stern
warnings to the church? Well, | brought with me a chart just kind of to contrast the distinction between what
we might call the doctrine of Rome's imperial, cult versus the doctrine of the kingdom of God.

And you can see the contrast there. | won't read them all. | just want to read a couple of them. Like, for
instance, the first one, Rome believed that the gods had chosen Rome as the eternal kingdom for all people.
The Kingdom of God, of course, says that it's Jesus's kingdom that is eternal, and he has chosen his church
to be a part of that kingdom.

Skip down a few lines and it says Rome. Rome believed that the Caesar himself is worthy of praise, devotion,
and allegiance. He is the divine incarnate as the Lord, the Son of God and Savior. Worship and prayers can
and should be offered to him. Of course, the Kingdom of God. Scripture tells us Jesus is himself the only one
worthy of praise.

The Alpha and the Omega, the Eternal One, the Aimighty, the living One, and Savior. Now look, these ideas
were consistently and continually reinforced in Roman saociety through the coins that were minted through
the parades that they did, even through the famous Roman games. These were all tributes to the Emperor
as God that they worshiped. And so this would have been an everyday reality for the Christians living under
the Roman Empire.

In fact, these seven churches in particular, aside from having the same kind of geographical area in common,
also had something else in common. They were the seven cities that were recognized as the seven leading
worship centers under the Roman Empire, and there are churches in each one of these that are dealing with
this on a daily basis. And so you can imagine the pressure, the persecution that these Christians faced on a
daily basis if they came out with a public faith and a public witness in Jesus.

So we're going to talk about these messages here this morning and what Jesus says. But before we dive into
them, there's one more piece of context that we want to consider. And that's literary context. And of course,
literary context considers what is it that comes before what we're reading or comes after that ties to this.
And there's an obvious literary context tied to the to the chapters, two and three in the book of Revelation.

It's chapter one. It's what if you were here last week? It's what Pastor John went through last week. In fact, if
you read in that chapter, you actually see that Jesus says to John, write down what you hear and give them
to the churches, to the seven churches, and the churches are named by name in verse 11. And then after
that John sees this vision of Jesus.

And you may remember that vision. He sees Jesus with white hair, a white robe. He's got a golden sash, he's
got feet of burnished bronze. He's got a sword coming out of is a two edged sword coming out of his mouth.
In other words, there's this theophany, this picture of Jesus as the divine Son of God. And then at the same
time, Jesus is walking among the lampstands which represent the seven churches where these letters are

going.



And what you see in this image, what you see in this vision, actually sets the tone for these letters. On the
one hand, you see Jesus as the divine Son of God, who is coming to challenge the churches with a prophetic
word. In fact, if Jesus is divine in this way and he's presented this way, this is the ultimate prophet.

This is the ultimate divine word that's being given the very words of God that are being given to the churches.
But at the same time, Jesus is acting pastorally as he walks through, as he walks through the lampstands,
among the lampstands that represent the churches. In other words, he's not shouting these from the clouds
separated from the churches.

He's walking among them and encouraging them. There's both a prophetic and a pastoral role. There's both
a challenge and a comfort that comes together in these messages. As Michael Gorman, who's a theologian,
points out, he says, we read revelation as words from a prophet pastor in order to be formed and
transformed, not merely informed. Because Jesus is both awe inspiring and present.

He can speak words of comfort and challenge, appealing to the church's hearts, their emaotions, as well as
their minds in terms of reason. So as we get into these letters, we're going to see that there's a general
formula that Jesus uses as well to address each one of the churches he begins with. He begins with
borrowing some of those images and titles from revelation chapter one to introduce himself to the church in
different ways, and we'll see the different ways that he does it for each different church.

And then he goes to talking about these are the things that | see in you that are good. This is the spiritual
fruit that is among you. And then he goes to a warning and he says, but | have this against you. These are the
things that | see that are broken in your church, fellowship or sin or threats to your faith, threats to the
health of the church, whatever it may be.

And as a result of that, he gives them a challenge. And then after the challenge, which is typically repent or
turn back in some way, then he gives them an invitation and a promise, and he says, if you overcome, if you
repent, | will give you this. And these invitations relate to all these promises of the new creation and looking
forward.

And GK Bill points out who is a, biblical scholar, that these churches really fall into three groups based upon
kind of their spiritual health. \We've got a group that are together to two churches that are basically what
would be kind of like the Red Flag church. In other words, this is the church that needs to stop immediately.

What they're doing because they're on spiritual life support and repent right away. There's three yellow flag
churches, churches who are kind of they're doing okay, but at the same time, there's some caution that
Jesus is throwing towards them that they need to consider. They need to slow down and repent from some
things that are happening among them. And then there's the green flag churches, and there's two of those
who everything is good.



Just keep going the way that you're going. Jesus actually has nothing to say against them, which is really cool
to see as well. So we're going to take a look at each of those seven churches as we go through this. But
we're not going to have a time to read through all of it because it's a lot. It's two chapters, so I'm going to
read through the message to the first church, the church at Ephesus, and then we'll talk about the other six
as well.

Okay. So revelation chapter two and verse one, this is where this starts. And it says this in verse one, verses
one through seven to the angel of the church in Ephesus write this the words of him who hold the seven
stars in his right hand, and who walk among the seven golden lampstands. | know your works, your toil, and
your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are euvil.

But if tested, those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false, | know you are
enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary. But | have this against
you, that you have abandoned the love that you had at first. Remember, therefore, from where you have
fallen, repent and do the works you did at first.

If not, | will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. Unless you repent. Yet this you do have.
You hate the work of the Nicolae Tens, which | also hate. He who has an ear. Let him hear what the spirit
says to the churches, to the one who conquers. | will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is the Paradise
which is in the Paradise of God.

So if you were to guess the church of Ephesus, what are they? A red, yellow or green church”? Based on
those words? Yeah, they're actually a red church. Right. And here's the thing. Is that what Jesus is saying to
them is, look, you've done a great job of refuting the false teaching. This seems to be a church, by the way.

We know the church of Ephesus, right? It's probably the one. It's actually the one we know the best out of the
seven ones, because the book of acts, Paul plants the church of Ephesus, he starts the church. The book of
Ephesians is, of course, written to that church, and then first and second Timothy. Those are written to
Timothy.

As Timothy is serving as a pastor at the Church of Ephesus. So they've gotten a lot of good biblical teaching,
some of the best biblical teaching you could probably possibly get. And it shows up here. They've got solid
biblical doctrine. They know what they're talking about. They know the scriptures inside and out. But the
warning is a big one.

And the warning is this you've abandoned your initial love. They're the kind that in reality, they are the kind of
church that has so much head knowledge about Scripture that they've forgotten the heart of it all, the heart
of their faith. They're kind of like the Pharisees who know the scriptures inside and out. And yet when Jesus

shows up, they don't recognize him.

They don't see him for who he is. They've lost the point of it all. And so Jesus challenges. Remember where
you have fallen from, repent and do works as previously. Otherwise there'll be a removal of the Lampson. Can



we get the. Let's get the. There we go. Otherwise there's a removal of the lampstand, which is a threat to the
very purpose of the church, the church to be a lampstand in the world.

And so Jesus invitation is eat from the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God. Come to me and get life
again for your faith, because your faith is literally in a place where it's almost flatlining. And so the other Red
flag church we have that you see up there on the on the screen is the Church of Leo.

To see Jesus presents himself to the Church of Leo to see as the Amen the faithful and the true witness, the
creator. And of course, the Amen means that Jesus is the one who has made all of God's promises and
plans sure, and has completed them faithfully, which is in direct contrast to what it seems like the Church of
Leo to see is doing.

They have the dubious honor of being the only church of the seven who has no fruit that's identifiable that
Jesus calls out. Instead, he gives them a warning and he says that you are neither hot nor cold. Instead,
you're lukewarm and I'm ready to spit you out of my mouth. In other words, you don't have the usefulness of
hot water, and you don't have the usefulness of cold water.

You're just lukewarm, which is completely useless. And he uses that as a way to say, this is what your faith is
like. Imagine hearing that from Jesus. He describes them as a church. That's very wealthy materially, and this
wealth might have created in them a false sense of confidence, feeling like, well, God is blessing us. That's
how wealthy we are.

But Jesus says in reality you are spiritually speaking. You are poor, blind, and naked. And so come to me and
buy spiritual gold and buy garments that come from me, because those are the things of true worth, and be
zealous and repent. And then he gives them one of the most beautiful invitations that we see in any of these
churches.

He says to them, | come to you and | knock. And if you hear my voice and open the door, | will come with you
and dine with you. And look, we get this picture that the way of sins are really Christians, probably in name
only, and Jesus is basically giving them an evangelistic message. Look, respond to me.

I'm coming to you. I'm here if you'll just let me in so that | can have fellowship with you. Really, really pastoral.
So from the red churches, we go to the Yellow Flag churches. And the first one we'll look at is the Church of
Pergamum. Now Jesus comes to the church of Pergamum and says, | am the one that has a sharp, two
edged sword coming out of my mouth, of course, who speaks the truth that divides the divides between truth
and lies, truth and falsity, which was especially important for Pergamum because Pergamum seemed to be
the opposite of Ephesus.

Their hearts were in the right place, and they were doing all the right things, and they were showing a lot of
good works, loving one another, serving their community, having a great witness and a faithful witness in the
community around them. But they had fallen victim to false teaching. There was a group that apparently had



come along, and Jesus calls them the group that follows Balam, which Balam, if you don't know, is a
reference to an Old Testament spiritualist.

Balam himself was a was a spiritualist kind of a guy who, like a modern day equivalent, might be a guy who
says, I'm not really religious. I'm just really kind of spiritual. You know, that was Balaam. And Balaam was also
an opportunist and an opportunist. And so he actually would go to people and he would, he would, he would
look for power and money and kind of use a spirituality to kind of convince people that he was worth it to
them.

And so they would hire him, they would pay him money, they would give him power and those kinds of things.
In other words, he was a compromiser. He used spirituality to get what, in the end, he really wanted, which
was riches and power and influence and Jesus uses that image to say, there's a group or a group of
teachers in the church who are doing the very same thing among the church of Pergamum, causing them to
compromise, likely with the Roman cultic worship.

And so he says to them, repent, otherwise | will come to make war against the followers of Balam among
you. And his invitation is to take the hidden manna with a white stone and a new name from the church of
Pergamum. Another yellow flag church is the church at Thyatira. Now Jesus reserved the longest
introduction for the church at Thyatira.

He says to them, | am the Son of God, with eyes like a flame, and feet like burnished bronze, who searches
the minds and the hearts of people. And as he says to Thyatira, he says, look, your works are great. | see that
you are loving one another, your faith, your service to one another, the witness that you're displaying in the
the city and the community around you are great.

And in fact, even as persecution has picked up, your works have gotten greater and greater. You are even
more and more faithful witnesses. Even as persecution has intensified. But of course, the warning comes to
them, which is much the same as the one that comes to Pergamum. Instead, Jesus says, you're tolerating
the false teaching of Jezebel. Now, if you remember Jezebel from the Old Testament, Jezebel was a foreign
woman who married an Israelite king and as a result, brought in the worship of Baal into Israel and began to
influence the Israelites to worship bel and idolatry.

And so something similar is happening in the church of Thyatira as well. As Jesus says, this influence has
crept into the church and caused them to engage in idolatry and possibly even sexual immorality. Now the
challenge to them, then is to repent again, and that Jesus promises that he's coming to bring judgment to
Jezebel and her followers. And the invitation is a thought.

Is the authority over nations to rule them for eternity? Finally, the last yellow church we have, yellow Flag
Church is the church at Sardis. Jesus comes to the church of Sardis and says, | am the one who has the
seven spirits of God and the seven stars. In other words, the fullness of the Holy Spirit and the one who

oversees the seven stars represent the angels who protect the churches, who represent the churches.



And so he he has the protection and represents the churches in that way by the spirit. The fruit that he
identifies is that there are few among the church who are still very faithful, carrying out exactly doing exactly
what they're supposed to be doing. Is the church good works, witnessing, faithful all that stuff. But in Sardis
there seems to have been an issue with a lot of dead faith going on.

In other words, Jesus says at one point you had a reputation for being alive, but now this current generation
of the church is really dead. Apparently Sardis was a church that maybe in the early first century was a
church that was very influential, maybe a church that other churches looked at and said, well, that's an
example of a church that's thriving, it's healthy.

But now that a couple generations have passed, they've gotten to a place where the current generation has
lost the faith of the generations that have come before them. And so really, they're just trading on reputation
more than they are on a real faith in Jesus. And so Jesus challenges them by saying, wake up, strengthen
what is alive among you, and repent.

And the invitation that he gives them is to be clothed in white garments, where your name will be placed in
the book of life. And Jesus will confess them as his own. So there's really an invitation there to salvation, in
other words. Okay, so the final two churches are the green flag churches. We get to finish with some good
news here.

The church of Smyrna. Jesus comes to them and introduces himself as the first and the last who was dead
and came back to life. And he puts this in proper perspective for them because get this, the church at
Smyrna, they were suffering a lot of persecution. Not only were they a church, you had the persecution that
every other church had under the Roman Empire.

But apparently there was a group of non-Christians, Jewish people in the city, who were attacking them and
persecuting them along with the Roman Empire. In fact, Jesus calls them out as the synagogue of Satan in

this message. And he says to them, | see that you are poor. | see that you've been afflicted. | see that you're
experiencing all kinds of persecution.

In fact, they're likely poor because they rejected participating with the Roman cold. And so as a result, right,
they've lost their ability to make good livings for themselves. So they're poor, they're struggling as a result. If
you remember the story that Pastor John told last week about Polycarp at the beginning of his message,
Polycarp, who was being arrested for his faith, Polycarp was actually a bishop of the church of Smyrna.

Just to give you an idea of kind of what that look like, it was Polycarp, and probably a lot of people in that
church that were just like Polycarp, suffering for their faithful witness in Jesus. And so as a result, Jesus has
nothing to say against them, and instead he challenges them to continue in the faith. He says, don't fear
impending suffering.

It's important to note at this point that Jesus doesn't say, hey, the suffering is going to end. Don't worry,
you're not going to be arrested anymore. Don't worry, you're not going to be dragged off and be executed



because of your faith, he says. Be faithful. In fact, the suffering is actually going to get worse. And so he tells
them, be faithful unto death.

But you will gain the crown of life, and | promise you that you will, even though you may give your life for your
faith here in this world, you will escape the second death. | will protect you from the second death with the
spiritual death, eternal death, which is what really counts in the end. Finally, the church at Philadelphia.

Jesus presents himself as the Holy One, the true one, who has the Key of David, who opens and shuts the
gate to the kingdom of God. The fruit at Philadelphia is a lot. He identifies the church as one who's kept God's
Word and not denied Jesus name. And although they have little power, they're a lot like the church at
Smyrna, by the way.

They have little power, they have little money, they have little influence, likely because they've cut themselves
off from the Roman imperial worship. But they've remained steadfast in all that they're doing. By the way, in
the Church of Philadelphia, it's also mentioned that there's a synagogue of Satan in the city that's going after
them as Christians. And so there's probably another group of non-Christian Jews who are persecuting them,
along with the Roman Empire.

There's no warning there. Jesus affirms everything they're doing. And he says instead, hold on to what you
have and protect your crown of faithfulness. | just love that phrase. How amazing would it be for Jesus to say
you have a crown of faithfulness”? And then he says at the end, he will publicly recognize them as a promise,
an invitation, and make them a pillar in the temple and the city of God together as his people.

Now that brings us to the end of the kind of the messages to the seven churches. Really, there's a lot more
that can be said. Each one of these churches can actually each one of these messages can actually be a
sermon in and of itself. But we've covered them kind of just in general. And | would encourage you to go back
and read these on your own when you get a chance to kind of fill in the blanks.

But here's the point that we want to make and all of these things, there were probably some things, as we're
reading through this, that you're thinking to yourself, these are these are relevant in a lot of ways to the
church today are these might be even relevant to my own heart. | want to share a couple of ideas.

And in terms of how this strikes me with the few minutes that we have left, | would say this that in the
modern, our modern American church, we're not facing nearly the amount of persecution. In fact, | wouldn't
say we're facing persecution at all as the church in the modern American church, right? \We, yeah, we face
inconveniences.

We're not. We don't have as much favor maybe, as we would like to have in culture, but the reality is that
when we look at the situation that's going on here, we can't say that we're experiencing the kind of
persecution that these churches are experiencing. But | would say that we do face very similar temptations
to compromise. They're just more subtle.



The reality is that idolatry is always a threat to our hearts, and it's perhaps even more of a threat in an
environment that we live in, because it's so much harder to see. In other words, persecution has a way of just
laying bare what you actually really believe in. But if you're being told that because of your faith in Jesus, you
might lose your job, your life, or your freedom or whatever it may be, you're going to have a reckoning
moment where the rubber meets the road, where you realize, do | love Jesus more than this world?

Or do | not? Now, we don't experience that on a daily basis as a reality, and so as a result, it's often much
more subtle. And | think our danger is complacency and tolerance. The danger is that if we aren't vigilant
about our own hearts, idolatry and spiritual apathy can creep in like a cancer that goes undetected and can
kill us from the inside out.

So many of us are so good at identifying the sin out there in the world. WWe can we can point out every lie in
the media. We can point out every evil flaw in the culture around us. We can point out every palicy in politics
that we disagree with. And yet at the same time, we can be so numb and blind to the sin and issues that are
breaking our own hearts and our own spirits.

And yet that's the most important thing. And | think one of the great blessings, this is really a gift and a
blessing to hear the words of Jesus spoken so direct through these messages to the churches, because
they strike us in the same way they're directly spoken to, the very same things that we struggle with, right?
2000 years later, after these were written down, if these were spoken and written down, and they're still
every bit as relevant as they were when they were first spoken and written down 2000 years ago.

The one final thing | just want to encourage you with this. Here's the thing | think, and all of these letters are
all these messages that we want to grab Ahold of. There are three characteristics that are characteristic of
every single one of these messages, and | think are the ultimate point of these in the first place. They open,
they all open with a description of Jesus.

In other words, Jesus borrows an image or a phrase from revelation chapter one, and he uses that to speak
to the particular issue at the church. Right? So it begins with a focus on Jesus and who he is in the middle.
There's a challenge for every church to be an overcome. Or in my translation it said to be a conqueror.

And then as a result of being an overcomer or a conqueraor, there's a promise, an invitation at the end that
were granted by Jesus and what he has done on our behalf. And here's the point in all of this is that the
focus and on the whole entire thing, the focus of the whole entire thing, is a focus on who Jesus is so that we
can become overcomers or conguerors, but not by our own strength, not by gritting our teeth and trying to
be as faithful as we can, but by looking to the one again who is the ultimate conqueror and overcomer.

Look, we just the first song that we sang today, the great Overcomer. \Who are we singing about? We're
singing about Jesus, who Scripture says has conquered the grave, has conquered sin, has given us a victory
through his resurrection. He is the one who has overcome. And so what Jesus is saying is, look, I'm calling
you to conquer, to overcome by looking at who | am and what | have already done.



And then as you trust in me, here is the promise that I've secured for you in the new creation as a result of
my resurrection. And by the way, | want to leave you with these promises we can pull of that slide. We see all
the promises to the churches. And | want you to take a moment. These are all the promises that Jesus
makes to the seven churches that we just looked at in revelation chapters two and three.

And | want you to read through that. \We're going to talk about these and what they mean. If they seem a little
bit kind of ambiguous to you or a little bit cryptic, right. The reality is that they're kind of meant to be that
they're symbols and images that are meant to kind of ask for a meaning later on.

And we're going to see that through the book of revelation. So we'll add some meaning to this as we go. But
then some of these are pretty straightforward, and some of them might speak to you even now as you're
reading them. | want to encourage you just to read through those and soak those in. Those are the promises
of God to you through Jesus Christ.

And those promises are just as secure and just as real as they were again the day that they were spoken
and written down. And whatever you're facing this morning, you're not meant to overcome it or to conquer it
on your own, in your own strength. You're meant to look to the one who has overcome and conquered it on
your behalf.

And it was promised you all there. That's all on that slide. And even more. And so soak that in, take that in as
the truth. And as we go forward into revelation, we're going to see even more about how Jesus has
overcome and conquered on our behalf so that all of that is true for us. We're going to pray as we close and
as we do.

If there was a phrase, a couple of phrases that you read on that slide that you feel like you really that really
kind of soaked into your soul this morning, | want you to thank God for that. As we pray and we close and
allow that to be an encouragement to you. And what ways has Jesus overcome on our behalf?

Lord, we are so thankful to you for your goodness towards us, and we know that. And as we read that list of
promises that you've laid out for us, we know that they only begin to scratch the surface of the wonderful
promises that you've secured for us. Through your death and resurrection. And Lord, we know that as we
struggle in this world, we all go through different things.

We all go through different aspects of difficulties and trials, and we might even call them tribulations at
times. But Lord, we know that those things, those promises never change. Lord, you and your character
never change. And just like you are the one who is walking among the lampstands in revelation chapter one,
you are still walking among us in the church by your spirit.

And so we ask Lord, that you would truly be that pastor who is the good Shepherd to our souls. And father,
we ask that you would be Lord Jesus. \We ask that you would be the prophet who speaks to us and
challenges us in ways that may be difficult to hear at times, but in the end are for our own good.



And we admit that so quickly and so often. It is easy for us to ignore the things that are below the surface. It's
easy for us to compromise. It's easy for us to tolerate things that we really shouldn't compromise or tolerate
or tolerate. And so, Lord, we ask that you would lay our hearts bare. You would help us to see by your spirit
exactly what needs to change.

And then in the end, we would believe that it is for our good that you were doing this. You'd do this because
you love us, Lord, you don't do this to condemn us. You do this because you love us. You call us to repent
because you want to see life in us. And Lord, that's what we want to see.

To. So we ask that you would do it by your spirit. And for those of us who are here this morning that are
thinking about what it means to be a Christian, we're not sure whether or not we have answered that call.
The knocking on the door of our heart to allow Jesus to dine with us. Lord, we are mindful of the fact that,
although loyal to Sia, was the one that was the furthest away from true faith.

They get the one, the invitation that is the most intimate. Or the shows me that we can never be too far away
from your grace and your mercy. So for those of us who are here this morning that may think that we're too
far away, may we hear your voice. May we hear the knocking on our heart. That we would respond and turn
to you.

And that you would come in and dine with us. You would come in and have fellowship with us that would
spring into eternal life. We thank you for the many ways we could go on all day about how good you are to us.
We see it in Jesus and it's in his name that we pray. Amen.

* The transcript provided is generated using automated transcription technology. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, there may
occasionally be errors or inaccuracies. It is provided for general reference only and may not fully reflect the original content. Please consult the sermon video
for the most accurate information. Broadway Christian Church disclaims any responsibility for errors or omissions.



