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Have you ever walked into a room and completely forgotten why you were there? Raise your hand if 
that's happened to you. I hope I'm not the only one raising my hand. By the way, my name is John and I'm 
one of the pastors here. I welcome you in the house and online. Thanks for showing up today. So you walk 
into the room.    

    

What in the world am I here for? Right? You know, we we think about the hereafter a lot. What am I 
here after? Right. Like, is this. Is that am I. Did I come to this room for the keys? No. You got them in 
your pocket. I bought my glasses. No, I'm wearing them. Maybe it was a snack.    

    

Why would you go to the bathroom? To get a snack anyway? But. So you stand there like a confused 
flamingo, right? There's actually a psychological term for. For this. It's called the doorway effect. And 
psychologists say that walking through a doorway is sort of like going through a barrier that reset your 
brain. So that's why that happens. And and, you know, church, honestly, life can feel that way too.  
  

    

You know, here we are, 20, 25. We're always on the move, going here, going there. Jay talks about being 
distracted and it's so true. You know, we're selling this buying that, going to this activity, participating in 
that event. And sometimes you just have to ask yourself, what in the world am I producing? What is the 
value of all the things in which I'm engaged?    

    

We're in the study in the book of Colossians. If you have your Bibles, open them to Colossians one. And 
this study, this series will take us through the months of June and July here at Broadway and in the 
book of Colossians, which is actually a letter that the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Colossae. Paul 
is praying for these people in our passage.    

    

We'll look at today that these believers in Colossae wouldn't just stumble around spiritually like people 
who walked into a room and forgot what they were there for, but that they would walk with Christ in 
clarity and in strength and enjoy. So we're going to look at this prayer of the Apostle Paul for these 
believers at the church in Colossae.    

    

And so we read now in Colossians chapter one verse nine, follow along in your Bibles are on the screen. 
And so from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God, 
being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might.    

    

For all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the father who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to 
the kingdom of his beloved son, in whom we have the redemption, the forgiveness of sins. This is the 



reading of God's Word in all the people said, I want you to notice how Paul was persistent as he prayed 
for the believers in Colossae.    

    

He says, we have not ceased to pray for you. So Paul understood the value of persistent prayer. He was 
not the only one Jesus himself taught his disciples. In Luke 18 there's a parable, and here's how it verse 
one reads, Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they ought to. They are always to pray 
and not give up.    

    

Say not give up. So the parable, the story that Jesus tells us about this callous judge that doesn't give a 
rip about God or about people, and a widow comes to him for justice in a court case, and he doesn't want 
to give her justice, but she just bugs the heck out of him wherever he goes. She's there.    

    

She's bugging him. She's persistent. She won't give up. She's relentless. If he goes here, she's there. If he 
goes here, she's there. Wherever he goes, she's there. She's on his case about her case. And he finally 
throws up his hands as, as given the judgment that she wants. And she wins the case. Jesus talked 
about persistent in prayer and and how many of us in present day have started to pray about someone 
or about something, and because we didn't see immediate results, we just kind of gave up.    

    

We stopped praying for that person or that thing. On the other hand, I would guess in this room right 
now, there are some people here who have prayed for the same person or the same situation for years 
five years, ten years, maybe 15 years or even longer. There's a a man of faith from yesteryear that I 
know this is an old story, but it's worth telling.    

    

George Miller George Miller was a man of renowned faith because he was a man of persist in prayer. 
Now, he's been gone a long time, but his story is worth retelling. From his journal we read these words. 
This is in the first person in 1844, I began to pray for the conversion of five individuals. I prayed every 
day without a single intermission, whether sick or in health, on the land, on the sea, and whatever the 
pressure of my engagements might be.    

    

18 months elapsed before the first of the five was converted, so he prayed over 500 consecutive days. I 
thanked God and prayed on for the others. Five years elapsed and then the second was converted. I 
thanked God for the second and prayed on for the other three. Day by day I continued to pray for them. 
And six years passed before the third was converted.    

    

I thanked God for the three and went on praying for the other two. These two remained unconverted. 36 
years later in his journal, he wrote that those two men were still not saved. He kept praying. George 
Miller never stopped praying daily for those two men's salvation. Right up until his death in 1897 52 
years. Church. He prayed without interruption for those men to come to Christ, and they never did. 
   

    

In his lifetime. But they went to his funeral, and at his funeral they were so moved by the story of his life 
and his faith in his prayers, that they eventually gave their lives to Christ. Hallelujah! See with us. 



Everything is right now. It's it's got to be right now. If God doesn't answer my prayers right now, we just 
give up.    

    

God must not be listening. So we move on to something else in our prayer life. But the Bible says we 
should always pray and not give up. Well, what if God doesn't answer? That's not your problem. Your 
part is to pray. God's part is to answer in his way and in his time. Amen. So that's what Paul does for the 
church in Colossae.    

    

You. Now, if I've got this figured out, Paul never gets to Colossae, but he prays for the believers there. In 
fact, by the time he writes this letter, he's already been praying for them without ceasing for ten years. 
And we're going to look at this prayer of Paul, because it's got something to teach us. And what this 
what this prayer teaches us, among other things, is that the Christian life isn't a guessing game.  
  

    

Paul prays for them that they would have a spirit empowered journey that would move them and us from 
confusion to clarity, from darkness to light and from fog to the fullness of living in the Holy Spirit. So 
we're going to break down this message into three parts three steps. Here's step number one. Paul 
prays that they would know God's will.    

    

We must know God's will. Know God's will. That's always an interesting topic. You know, it's enough to 
make any Christian nervous. I think. In fact, it's one of the most frequently asked questions that I have as 
a pastor. What is God's will for my life? You know, frequent ask question. Would you like to know what it 
is? Where's the restroom?    

    

That's number one. Always. But number two is God's will. And, you know, sometimes we think about 
God's will is trying to unlock this this secret Rubik's cube, this spiritual Rubik's cube. But here's how 
verse nine plays out, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding. Be filled with the knowledge of his will is if it's a secret recipe and you have to have 
the right ingredients and the right measure.    

    

So I have to have the right amount of Bible study and prayer and fasting and life groups and ministry and 
all that stuff. And bingo. God reveals his will. And now I am set for life. So God now will allow me to marry 
the one person in all the 8 billion people on the planet, the one person that he has picked out for me. 
   

    

And if I don't marry that one person, I am doomed to a life of misery and failure. Well, you can make 
yourself miserable without God's help. Okay? And I can finally get that job that God has pinpointed 
exactly for me. As if the will of God is a blueprint. An exact blueprint that we have to follow to the tee. 
   

    

Well, there's enough confusion about what I should do in the future that I brought along something for 
all of us today that will unlock the future for you, something that will help you to discern and decipher 



what it is that God wants for you in the days to come. Would you like to know what's in this bag? Come 
next Sunday and I'll tell you.    

    

Okay, ladies and gentlemen, I have the secret that will unlock the mysteries of the universe. It is the 
magic eight ball.    

    

I mean, if you ever played with the magic eight ball. Anybody here? It used to be fun at parties when I 
was a kid. You know, teenager, you'd ask the eight ball the question. Goofy questions. Like, let's ask a 
couple of questions right now. Will John Sermon get out on time? And eight ball says it's not looking 
good.    

    

Okay.    

    

And I'm going to ask my own question now. Is it okay if I tell the same joke more than once? And the 
magic eight ball says why not? They don't remember it the first time. Anyway.    

    

All right. What is God's will? See, the thing about the will of God is Paul prays about that. We, as long, 
along with the believers in Colossae, would know the will of God. It's not like some buried treasure 
somewhere that we have to uncover. That's not what this is. This isn't a guessing game about how your 
life is supposed to unfold.    

    

This is talking about God's overarching will for mankind. So this prayer in Colossians one is Paul is 
saying, I want you believers, and that's us. I want you to get the big picture of what God is about in this 
world. So he's talking about being filled with his spiritual understanding of how God wants us to live. And 
the truth of the matter is that the more we walk with God, the more we have daily communion with God, 
the more our hearts will beat with the heartbeat of God.    

    

Amen. Now what is God's will? That's the question. Well, let me tell you what it isn't. God is not willing 
that anybody should perish and go to hell. He's not willing. Instead, he wants all people to come to 
repentance. That is the will of God. That's the heartbeat of God. And Paul prays that they and us might 
know that not just for the sake of knowledge, church.    

    

Not just that we know that now. You know it, but that it would inform our lives, that it would shape our 
living. When we recognize that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of God's plan of redemption. That should 
certainly influence how we interact with people that are not saved. That should help us to know, as we 
align ourselves with God's will.    

    

And God's purpose should help us to know how we can have conversations in the interactions with 
people that don't know Jesus. Amen. There is a book with a catchy title written a few years ago. The 
book's title is all I Needed to Learn, all I Needed to Know I learned in kindergarten. Anybody know that 
book? Some of you probably have it.    



    

The title is pretty self-explanatory. You know, and there are some Christians who basically have adopted 
that as their spiritual pilgrimage. All I needed to learn about God I learned in Sunday school when I was a 
child, which is Jesus loves me. This I know, for the Bible tells me so. And it's not that that's not true. It's 
just that it goes a lot deeper than that.    

    

But if we limit ourselves to that as our knowledge of God, it's no wonder that so many professing 
Christians are woefully ignorant of the person of God and seriously uninformed about how God wants us 
to live our lives. It's no wonder it's like this preacher named George Buttrick. George Buttrick was on a 
plane. He was flying home from a speaking engagement, and on the plane he was working on his sermon 
for the next Sunday.    

    

So he had his Bible out in his notepad. He was making notes for his message, and the man seated next 
to him got curious. And finally his curiosity got the best of him. And he said to this preacher Buttrick, he 
said, I see that you're working hard. What is it that you're working on? And George Buttrick said, well, 
I'm a preacher and I'm working on my sermon for next Sunday.    

    

Oh, religion. The man said, I don't like to get caught up in all the ins and outs and complexities of religion. 
I like to keep it simple. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. The golden rule, that's my 
religion, I see, Buttrick said. And what do you do for a living? And the man said, I'm an astronomer. 
   

    

I teach astronomy at the university. Oh, yes, but Drake said, astronomy. I don't like to get caught up in all 
the ins and outs and complexities of astronomy. Twinkle, twinkle little star. That's my astronomy.  
  

    

Why does it matter? Why does it matter that I grow in the knowledge of God's will? Because, number 
one, as I grow in my faith, as I will learn to live a life that's pleasing to the Lord. And secondly, when I 
understand what God's will is, it will keep me from falling prey to false teaching. So the more I know of 
God in his plan and his purpose, the more I come to understand him.    

    

I will not fall victim to a false gospel. Okay, so I want to grow in my knowledge of God's will. And that's 
what Paul prays for these believers. That's what he's praying basically, for all believers of all time, which 
includes us. So imagine that you've got two people reading a roadmap. I don't know, does anybody use 
roadmaps anymore?    

    

Okay, great. Some troglodytes in their own way to go. I do too. I like roadmaps, I think they're great, you 
know. But now check this out. You got two guys looking at the same roadmap and they're going on a 
journey. And one guy just kind of casually glances at it and walks away. The second guy, he he studies it. 
   

    



He he he writes down the path. He wants to take the roads. He's going to take the turns and the 
landmarks along the way. Let me ask you a question. Who's the more likely to reach their destination? 
The second guy, right. And that's what Paul is praying here, that we would be like the second guide, that 
we would be spiritually aware and not just casually informed.    

    

Now, the second step in this prayer is that I want to live a worthy life. He prays for the believers, the 
colossian believers that they would live a worthy life. Think about receiving an invitation to a fancy dinner 
party at someone's posh home. You know, it's got wall to wall white carpeting and you're there in your 
best dress, your best suit, and you're trying to to act like you belong in a place that has no crumbs 
anywhere.    

    

And the monogrammed, the napkins are monogrammed, right? That's what this is. Paul says that the 
Christian life is not just knowing God's will, but it's walking in it. It's living it out. Verse ten says, walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord. Say worthy, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God.    

    

So what does that mean to live a worthy life? Well, these verses give us, some markers that what that 
looks like, fully pleasing to him would be the first one in verse ten, which sounds like a really tall order, 
doesn't it? To be. Can you honestly say I am fully pleasing to God? Can anybody here say that?  
  

    

No. None of us can. But see that God isn't looking for perfection. He's looking for obedience. He's looking 
for faith. And God is not like some some, harsh professor that's grading you. He's like a loving father 
that's cheering you on. Yes. Go for it. Secondly, bearing fruit in every good work. Also, verse ten. Have 
you ever stood next to an apple tree or an orange tree and heard that fruit tree say, man, I gotta bear 
more fruit.    

    

Have you ever heard any tree do that? Listen, if you think trees talk, you need a psychiatric evaluation 
first of all, okay? But trees, they don't have to. They don't have to try harder. They just need to be 
connected to the soil. That's the key in you. And I need to be connected to Jesus. And when we are 
connected to him regularly and faithfully, our life reflects the fruit of good works.    

    

Because the Christian life isn't just about believing the right things, church, it's about doing the right 
things. That's the key. You can't just believe you got to do. It's got to play out in your life. It's impossible. 
It's entirely possible to know what to do, the right things to do, and to not do them like this. Everybody's 
got a smartphone, you know, now, with all the connectivity that we have around the world that you can, 
with as few swipes of your finger, listen to world class preaching all day long.    

    

You can listen to Bible teaching. That will just is mind boggling. It's so good. The live long day. You can 
just absorb all this information because of this little device, and then simply put your phone away and 
just forget about what you've heard. Bearing fruit in every good work means that we're to live out our 
faith, to work out our faith in the way that we live in.    



    

Here's why. Because God expects fruit from your life. Turn to your neighbor and say God expects fruit 
from your life. Let them know that in case they didn't hear from me.    

    

You know how you know how important it is. Jesus told his disciples in Matthew seven, look, he said, if a 
tree doesn't bear fruit, cut it down and throw it into the fire. That's pretty serious. God expects us to 
bear fruit. Here's another one increasing in the knowledge of God. That's another step in walking worthy. 
Verse ten. Now come on, let's be real.    

    

We'll never know all there is to know about God. And if you feel like you've finally figured God out, 
congratulations. You're going back to step one. Okay. But I'll tell you this. The more you know about God, 
the more beautiful he becomes. Amen. And the old axiom that the rich get richer is really true when it 
comes to knowing about and knowing God.    

    

Because the more you know about Jesus, the more you want to know Jesus, and the deeper your walk 
will become and then strengthened with power. That's another step. Strengthened with power, because 
knowledge alone doesn't bring about obedience. Like, again, I just said it a moment ago, you can know 
everything there is to know, but it doesn't necessarily mean that you're going to be obedient.  
  

    

Which is why I get this. God gives us the power to obey him. Because Christianity wasn't meant to be a 
do it yourself religion. God says, I will give you the power. You see, your salvation isn't just about having a 
right standing with God. It's this transforming thing that happens because God is at work in us. And Paul 
says, I want you to have that power.    

    

And what's the power for? What's the power of God for? To leap buildings in a single bound, you know, 
to to fly faster than a speeding train? No, I'm sorry to say, this is a let down. It's for patient endurance 
and joy, which helps us cope in all circumstances. It's so disappointing. I wanted to be able to leap the 
Grand Canyon in one jump.    

    

Instead, God gives me this ability through His spirit that I can be patient with people who bug the heck 
out of me. You know, I'm supposed to be patient, and I'm supposed to have joy with the office worker 
who heats up their tuna sandwich in the office microwave. Okay. I'm supposed to be okay with that. 
That's what the power is for endurance and for joy.    

    

One more step in this prayer. I must celebrate the great transfer. I must celebrate the great transfer. 
Now Jesus has qualified us. And because of that, we've been transferred from the kingdom of darkness 
to the Kingdom of God. Now, this last point matters, and here's why. Because up to now, I've been 
talking about what we do. But now let's talk about what God has done for us.    

    



Verse 12 Paul writes, giving thanks to the father who has qualified. You say qualified to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to 
the kingdom of his beloved son. You didn't qualify yourself, church. God did. You didn't send a resume of 
your good works. God took care of that for you.    

    

You know that feeling that you get when you unexpectedly are bumped up into first class? Who, me? 
Surely you don't mean me. I'm wearing sweatpants. And God says yeah, you come sit right here beside 
me. I've already paid for your seat. My friends, that is Grace. Right there. And when you begin to 
understand what God has done for you, how he's transferred.    

    

View from darkness to light. You are just so grateful. You are filled with thanks. And here's my. Here's 
my heartfelt belief. And listen carefully, because I don't think everybody gets this. Gratitude. Gratitude is 
not just a characteristic of Christians. It is the chief characteristic of Christians. I'll say that again 
because not one person said Amen. Gratitude is not just a characteristic of believers.    

    

It should be the chief characteristic of followers of Christ. Thank you. Gratitude. Gratitude for what God 
has done for us. It's as basic as our salvation. See, when it comes to life, the critical thing is whether you 
take it for granted or you take it with gratitude. And that's why I just don't get it. When church 
members, when Christians grumble and complain, I don't understand that when it becomes just that the 
constant in their life grumbling and complaining.    

    

You know, there really are two types of people in this church. There are those who wake up in the 
morning and say, good morning, Lord. And then there are those who wake up and say, good Lord, it's 
morning. I think sometimes we should offer our frequent winners card. You know, for every ten 
complaints you get a free eye roll from the pastor or something like that.    

    

I don't know. True Christians experience grace with such intensity and such gratitude that it just 
overflows into our lives, into the lives of others. I think sometimes we forget, or maybe we've never really 
fully cherished what it is that God has done for us in Christ. That's why the Lord's Supper on a weekly 
basis is so vitally important for us.    

    

Now listen to this. It says here he transferred us the word in the in the Greek means a complete 
relocation. In other words, we have moved from one country to another. We've gotten rid of our old 
passport. Now we have a new passport, a new citizenship, a new king and new life. What that means is 
that you, as a follower of Christ, will never stop being amazed that this God of ours has done something 
truly extraordinary.    

    

He has taken us from the miry clay, the pit of our sin, our past, and he has set us on the solid ground of 
Jesus Christ. Our sure foundation. Amen. Because in Christ you've been redeemed. In Christ your sins. 
Your past is completely forgiven. How can you be anything less than completely grateful for that? Let's 
bring up that photo.    

    



Can we? This is my grandson, Silas. Yeah. That's right. Sonia and I are blessed to have nine beautiful 
grandchildren, and we love every one of them. This little guy is four. And let's just imagine that this four 
year old kid, not him, that the guy that was on there before that, this four year old kid is playing with his 
toy truck and it breaks and he starts crying because he wants his daddy to fix his truck.    

    

His toy, and his dad comes over and says, hey, Silas, quit crying. I just received news that your wealthy, 
great uncle has died. You've never met him, but he's left you $100 million. Is that going to bless Silas 
one little bit? No, he's going to keep crying all the harder because he wants his toy truck fixed. He does 
not have the cognitive capacity to understand that he now has enough money to buy a new toy every day 
for the rest of his life.    

    

I don't know. I don't know that we have the spiritual capacity to truly grasp what it is that God has done 
for us, which is why Paul prays, as he does in this first chapter of Colossians, that in Christ that we 
would understand. How wide and how high, and how deep and how broad is the love of Christ for us, and 
that somehow some way we begin to let that affect the way we live.    

    

And that's how he prays. So I want to close this message by asking three simple questions that touch on 
the talking points of this message. And here's the first one. Are you right now actively living in the will of 
God, or are you passively just kind of letting life come to you? That's question number one. Number 
question. Question number two is do you reflect a life that's worthy of the calling to which you've been 
called in Christ?    

    

And number three, do you live like someone who's been transferred into a new kingdom, or are you still 
holding on to the old passport? That's the question, isn't it? And with that, we pray. Would you buy your 
hearts and heads? And father, we pray this day knowing that we are truly, humanly incapable of fully 
grasping all that you've given us, how you've transferred us from the kingdom of darkness into your 
Kingdom, God and Lord.    

    

I don't think that until we reach eternity, it will begin to even begin to understand what it is that has 
been accomplished not because of us, but because of the finished work of Christ on the cross. How we 
thank you for what he's done for us, how he is the fulfillment Lord of your plan of redemption for all 
mankind.    

    

Because, God, you're not willing for people to perish, but for all people to come to repentance. And I pray, 
Lord, that that truth would shape our lives and and determine how we live out our days. And I ask this in 
Jesus name, and all God's people said.        
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