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Good morning everybody. Great to see all of you here this morning. Merry Christmas to you as well. 
What a great time of year. I love this time of year, my favorite time of year. And I'm sure as with our 
family, like your family, you have a lot of different traditions that you engage with during this time of the 
year.    

    

One of the traditions that we do in our family is we watch Christmas movies together. Now, I know that 
that's not like, that. Doesn't sound like very unique. Everybody probably does that to some degree. But 
we have a list of Christmas movies that are basically the same ones that we go through every year, and 
they're the non-negotiables that we have to make sure that we watch every single year.    

    

Some of you are nodding along with that. Maybe do the same thing. And at the top of our list is Home 
Alone. And the second, the second spot on our list is Home Alone two. And then we don't acknowledge 
any of the other home alones. Right. If it doesn't have Macaulay Culkin and Joe Pesci, I don't want it in 
my house.    

    

I don't even want to watch it. Right? But we they our houses, we're big into movies. But I think as we as I 
think about it, like there's no movies like Christmas movies that you'll watch over and over again every 
single year, right? Christmas movies and Christmas just seem to go together. I think there's a reason 
for that.    

    

I think one of the reasons is that, just like, you know, movies are kind of an escape, they provide an 
escape for us into kind of like a fantasy world or a fantasy setting. The way that we celebrate Christmas 
is often like that as well. Christmas is often kind of like that escapist holiday. And you think about all that 
we do during this time, not just the movies, but the music, right?    

    

The decorations, the gifts, the parties, all that we do during this time. Christmas is like the ultimate 
escapist holiday. In fact, our dog has been misbehaving lately. He's been tearing things up around our 
house as we leave it at home, and we couldn't figure out why. Because he doesn't do that a lot. Especially 
he hasn't done that recently.    

    

And we realized that it was since we put our Christmas tree up and started decorating the house. 
Right. And we researched a little bit. And sure enough, dogs react that way when changes happen. Like 
a Christmas tree arrives one day just in the middle of the living room, they start kind of freaking out and 
they have anxiety about that, right?    



    

Even our dog understands that this is a fantasy world. This is not reality. And when I say things like, you 
know, we say things like you talked about music, of course. And one of the songs that we sing during the 
season is about being in a winter wonderland while we're living in the middle of the desert, guys, it's 
going to be 80 degrees today.    

    

We are the furthest thing away from a winter wonderland. Don't share that. Nobody wants 80 degrees 
in the middle of December. Don't share that. I can tell where you people are from. You're all from 
Minnesota and Ohio and all those places, right? But if you're going to say the word North Pole, right, the 
first thing you're thinking is not like the northernmost part of the Earth, where all the lines of longitude 
mean you're thinking about Santa and his elves at the North Pole, right?    

    

Which, of course doesn't exist. I mean, we even invent new worlds that literally don't exist. And then 
pretend to live within them for a month or so during this time. And look, I don't I'm not here this morning 
to destroy those images of Christmas for you. I really enjoy them myself, and I think when they're in the 
right perspective, they're really fun and healthy to celebrate.    

    

But this morning we're going to be talking about the reality of Christmas. This morning we're going to go 
back to the first Christmas, the event that started it all 2000 years ago. And as we do, we're going to 
find ourselves in a place that's on the other side of the world, in a small town, in the midst of one of the 
most notorious, one of the most notorious and, and powerful empires in the ancient world, if you can 
imagine, about 2000 years ago, at the start of the first century, the Jewish people were spread out in 
various regions under what was known as the Roman Empire.    

    

At the time. These areas included regions that were historically known as Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, 
which were heavily populated by the Jewish people at that time. But after the Romans conquered those 
areas, as they typically would, as they would conquer all kinds of other nations and cultures, they 
renamed that region, along with other pieces of that of that area.    

    

Palestine and Palestine was basically the area where all of the Jewish people were living at the time. 
Now, one of the things that the Romans would do, and the reason why they would rename these areas, 
is because they would communicate to those that they were conquering that we own you. We are. We 
are over you, the war, the lands and the traditions and even the religious.    

    

The religion that you have is no longer yours. Your identity. And it was an attempt to erase the identity 
that they had in the past, so that they would all become Romans and become more docile and easier to 



control and to rule over and see. The Romans didn't just do this with the names of the geographical 
areas that they conquered.    

    

They would do this with other things that were daily reminders to the people that they conquered, 
including the Jewish people that you belong to the Romans, they would erect statues of religious figures 
or military political figures from Rome, and they would put them right in the middle of the lands of the 
people that they conquered, so that as they passed by and saw these statues, they would be reminded 
over and over again that you belong to Rome.    

    

They would put, of course, Roman soldiers in the streets to remind them that the power of Rome is 
ruling over you. The coins that they had were inscribed, of course, with Roman leaders and Roman 
creeds, so that even the small coins that people had, which were very few because they were taxed 
exorbitant amounts. But the coins that they did have were a reminder of the fact that your livelihood is 
controlled by Rome.    

    

Everything that Rome did, if you were to live in the Empire at that time, you would have notice, was 
systematically designed to remind you that you were owned by Rome and you were ruled over by the 
King of Rome. The Caesar. Now, typically, this approach worked really well for the Romans, as they 
would go into a new conquered nation, and they would erase essentially their culture and the identity 
around them.    

    

And in most cases, those people would just become Roman. But the Jewish people were much more 
difficult to do this with because the Jewish people knew their history. They knew that whatever this land 
was called by those who ruled over them at the time, they knew that this was the very land where their 
forefathers walked. This was a land where there where their forefathers met with the God of the 
universe, who made promises to them and said, I will be your God, and you will be my people.  
  

    

So that by the time we get to the beginning of the first century, there's this memory of what Israel was 
supposed to be, and who God was promising himself to be with them. Also, with this feeling of maybe 
doubt about whether or not God was going to fulfill his promises. Because, you see, for nearly 2000 
years of history, God had always had a spokesperson amidst his people to speak his Word and to 
remind his people what he was doing and and to assure them that he was present with them, going all 
the way back to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and then to Joseph, then to Moses, to the kings and to the 
prophets.    

    



There had always been somebody to speak God's comforting presence to his people. But at this point, at 
the beginning of the first century, for 400 years there had been silence no prophet, no king, and really 
no land for them to call their own. And when you combine that with the ongoing situation that the 
Jewish people found themselves in, you might imagine that there was growing sentiment among many 
people that God had given up on his promises.    

    

And in the midst of the doubts and the questions, though, the religious leaders, along with other faithful 
groups of people in the Jewish tradition at that time, continue to search the scriptures for the 
promises that God made and the promises that he would reveal in a coming Messiah. And as you might 
imagine, there were all kinds of different understandings of who this Messiah might be and what he 
might be, what he might fulfill.    

    

For some, they believed he would be someone like a warrior king who would be a political and military 
leader that would come and overthrow the Roman government and reestablish Israel like the glory days 
of King David. For others, they believed that he would be a messiah who would be wise and lead them 
back to the faithful, believe of their fathers.    

    

But among all the expectations, no one seemed to expect the kind of Messiah who would actually arrive 
in the person of Jesus Christ. And it was in that setting that heaven was about to touch the earth in the 
most unexpected way, to the most ordinary people, in the most ordinary place. Luke's gospel records for 
us the moment when God begins to fulfill all the promises that he made hundreds of years ago about the 
Messiah who would come as God spoke into the 400 years of silence in a way that he never had before. 
   

    

In Luke chapter one, we find it. It says this in verse 26. In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her, and he said, greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you.    

    

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And 
the angel said to her, do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you will call his name Jesus. He will be great, and he'll be 
called the son of the Most High.    

    

And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David. And he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end. And Mary said to the angel, how will this be, since 



I'm a virgin? The angel said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you.    

    

Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth, in 
her old age has also conceived a son. This is the sixth month with her who was called barren, for nothing 
will be impossible with God. And Mary said, behold, I am the servant of the Lord. Let it be to me 
according to your word.    

    

And the angel departed from her. Now this hugely significant scene opens with the angel Gabriel coming 
to a young woman who was living in a place called Nazareth. Now our translation calls Nazareth a city. 
It's really a stretch to call Nazareth a city. It was a really, really a small town. In a lot of ways. It was a 
small town in the hills of Galilee.    

    

There's place where kind of ordinary people grew up, and they kind of lived there. They died there. 
Generation came and generation left, and people just lived there and stayed there in that small town. 
Now it was a place where everybody, as a result, it was a place where everybody knew your business, 
right? Everybody knew you. They knew your family and they knew your business.    

    

You know what I'm saying? If you're from a small town, right? You understand what I'm saying? When I 
say everybody knows your business, they know exactly what's going on. And this is what Nazareth was 
for Mary, of course. And what we hear and what we see in this event is there's this central figure that's 
introduced to us by Luke, and she's not even give it a name.    

    

At first, she's described as this woman who is a young woman who is a virgin living in this town called 
Nazareth. She's likely somewhere between the age of 16 and 18, because we're told also that she's 
betrothed. And that would be about the age for the most part, during this time, when a young woman 
would be betrothed in marriage between the ages of 16 and 18.    

    

And at this point, that was a typical way in which marriages would happen. We're talking about 
betrothal. What we're talking about is essentially an arranged marriage, where the parents of a bride 
and the parents of a groom would get together. They would arrange a marriage between, their, their 
daughter and their son, and they would come together in a betrothal.    

    

That betrothal period would last about a year. And in some cases, it's a little bit like a modern day 
engagement. But it would be a time for the husband and the wife to get to know each other a little bit, 
to prepare their house for their marriage and to make wedding plans and all those kinds of things. But 



what made it a little bit different than a modern day engagement is that under the Mosaic law at the 
time, they were actually considered to be husband and wife under the law, but they were not permitted 
to live together.    

    

They were not permitted to have sexual relations either. And so it was during this betrothal period, one 
morning, that Mary arose from her morning prayers, and the supernatural light overwhelms her, and a 
voice from heaven begins to speak, and the voice of an angel and the angel Gabriel spoke words of 
welcome and comfort, but he also speaks these weighty words that connect it back to the epic plans 
and promises that God had made since the very beginning.    

    

And as a messenger from heaven, he certainly represented authority. But the words that he spoke in 
and of themselves carried this weight with them, the weight of a promise that would take place. And as 
he continues to speak, Mary listens, and she hears these words that were about a son, a baby that 
Mary would actually give birth to.    

    

The one the angel would say would be great. And then he describes him. And as she listened, the angel 
spoke familiar words that Mary had learned from the time that she was young. And they came right 
from the Hebrew Scriptures. He will be the son of the Most High. He will have the throne of his father 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob and to of his kingdom.    

    

There will be no end. And as Mary began to join all these words together in context. She began to slowly 
realize what it was that the angel was describing, or who it was that the angel was describing. He was 
describing none other than the Messiah. And wait, the Messiah was going to be my child now. Luke 
mentions Mary's betrothed husband, Joseph here briefly, and he makes a point to say that Joseph was 
of the house of David.    

    

We're going to talk about the significance of that in a little bit when we get to Joseph. But Luke focuses 
mainly on Mary and the narrative that's happening there. And I'm sure this is probably not your first 
time hearing this story. I think for most people, when we read stories like this about Mary and Joseph 
and even the shepherds and the characters who around the Christmas story, we have a tendency to 
kind of just skip through maybe what they were experiencing and what they were going through and how 
they were reacting, and for good reason.    

    

I mean, the point of the story, after all, is Jesus himself. The point of the story is, is the baby, the point of 
the story is the savior and all of those kinds of things. But at the same time as we understand all that's 
going on, as the gospel writers explain for us, the characters who are involved in the story, I think as we 



dive into those details, there's a good reason why they provide those things for us, because as we dive 
into those details, what we see is that the story comes alive.    

    

We begin to see a little bit more about what God is doing and who Jesus is. And I think also for us, as we 
think about this, there's an invitation for us to place ourselves in that environment. In that setting, how 
might we react in that case? What would it be like to respond in this way? Well, notice Mary's reaction 
when she's first told about the fact that she's going to have a baby, right?    

    

Whether you're a parent or not, you can imagine what a first time mother might experience is. She's 
told that she's about to have a baby and she's told that she's pregnant. There's excitement. There's 
maybe a little bit of anxiety, there's some healthy fear, maybe about what's to come and how that's all 
going to develop and how you're going to respond as a parent.    

    

But Mary's feeling all of that, certainly, but also certainly much more. Because consider this. She's told 
that not only that, she's going to have a baby and all that comes with that, but that she's going to have a 
baby as a virgin and she's going to get pregnant as a woman who is betrothed to a man, a man that she 
has never had sexual relations with.    

    

And we'll get to Joseph's reaction again in a little bit here. But for Mary, this reality hits her in a real 
way. I mean, how is she going to explain this to Joseph? How is she going to explain the fact that she's 
pregnant to her parents, to her family, and certainly her neighbors who are all up in her business would 
have would begin to notice as soon as she started showing.    

    

So how is she going to respond to that?    

    

For Mary, pregnancy outside of marriage at that time in the culture would not have only brought 
profound shame on her, but shame on her entire family. It might even threaten her father's ability to 
continue to provide for her family if their if their reputation in that town was destroyed, which it almost 
certainly would have been in this case.    

    

On top of all of that, get this, Mary knew that committing infidelity once you were betrothed to a man 
was punishable by death under the Mosaic Law.    

    

Now, Mary, of course, wasn't unfaithful, but what other natural explanation would there be when she 
began to show as pregnant? Sometimes we read Mary's response to the angel Gabriel here, where she 



says, how shall this be since I'm a virgin? And we think that's a question maybe of like biology, like a 
biological question, how biologically could this happen since I'm a virgin?    

    

And maybe that's part of the question, but I think also part of this question is Mary's asking how. She's 
asking how is this going to work out? How is this going to work out with Joseph, with my family, with the 
community, under the law? I mean, how is Joseph going to believe me? I've just barely met him. I've just 
gotten to know him.    

    

How is he going to believe me when I go to him and say, the Holy Spirit caused me to get pregnant with 
the very Son of God, the Divine Son of God that we've all been waiting for, how is he going to react to my 
family going to believe me? The community certainly won't. And if they don't believe me, I could be put to 
death.    

    

Now, understanding all of that Mary's processing at this moment, you see the angel Gabriel respond in 
a way that brings, that meets her comforts or meets her concerns and her fears with comfort. He 
doesn't promise that Mary's calling would be easy. Instead, he promises that God would be with her 
through it all. He says to her, The Most High will overcome you, which is a statement of the how this 
happens.    

    

But also I think it's a statement of what will come that the Most High will overwhelm you, that he will go 
in front of you, that he will provide for you and protect you and guide you through everything that you'll 
experience through all of this. Of course, this is not your average calling. It was a calling from Mary's 
perspective that could have cost her life, but she needed to trust God with everything.    

    

In the end. And as she does, she trusts God. She realizes everything is completely out of her control 
anyway. But it's still remarkable as a 16 to 18 year old teenage girl, that Mary makes this decision in 
the moment and the decision that she makes is amazing. She turns and she says, I'm a servant of the 
Lord, and I'll commit to whatever it is that he calls me to and listen.    

    

And all of this. She knew. She didn't know what would happen. She knew what could happen. But the one 
thing that she knew above all is that her Lord was good and in control, and so she could commit to him, 
knowing that her circumstances might dictate otherwise. Now, in the in the midst of the announcement, 
I think one of the things that's interesting in all of this is that the angel Gabriel announces that not only 
is Mary going to be pregnant, but that her cousin, her older cousin Elizabeth, has already become 
pregnant, and Elizabeth, who says she's really old, the implication is that she's beyond childbearing 
years, and she had been barren to this point    



    

in her life, and she saw this baby is a miraculous pregnancy in many ways, and the question we might 
ask is, why does the angel drop this little nugget into this whole announcement? In this case? I think 
part of it, of course, is that, you know, that baby would be John the Baptist, who will have a critical role 
in the beginning of Jesus earthly ministry.    

    

But I think even more than that, what the angel is doing is showing Mary comfort and encouragement in 
the midst of this. In other words, what he's saying is, if you need some comfort and encouragement, 
here's somebody else who's going through this same thing you are. She's a close relative, and it might 
be a good idea to check in on her, because she's probably the only other person who can understand 
what you were going through right now.    

    

And it seems that Mary gets the message. She goes and she visits Elizabeth, who lives right outside of 
the city of Jerusalem. Probably a welcome thing to get out of the gossip center of Nazareth and get to a 
place where nobody knew her. And the process is for a little bit. And as she finds Elizabeth, she's 
encouraged and she's strengthened by her time with her.    

    

But here's the thing. Eventually Mary has to return to Nazareth to be with Joseph. As they begin to 
prepare for their life together and the arrival of the Messiah, the Son of God, was not only announced to 
Mary, of course, it was. It was announced to Mary, I should say, first of all. But it wasn't that she was 
not the only one who was meant to carry this calling.    

    

God waited specifically until Mary was betrothed so that she would have a husband for her and the child, 
and that the child would have an earthly father that would provide and protect for the family. Now, 
Joseph was a simple carpenter in Nazareth, but he was also likely in a position to take over his father's 
business, which actually wasn't a bad gig for a guy in Joseph's position, especially a guy from a small 
town.    

    

If he was going to be the town carpenter, that was actually a really good thing to be. And it was likely 
that his parents arranged the marriage with Mary with those plans in mind, that Mary would help him 
and support him in this growing business as a carpenter. However, everything that Joseph had planned 
in his life was, of course, about to be completely turned upside down and inside out, as once Mary's 
pregnancy could no longer be hidden, she has to tell Joseph that she's pregnant, and when she does, his 
world is completely rocked, and his first reaction is probably the same reaction that any of us would 
have to that situation.    

    



You have cheated on me. You've been unfaithful to me and another man has gotten you pregnant. That's 
the only explanation, at least at that point in time for a pregnancy, right? So not only to Joseph feel a 
profound sense of betrayal and disrespect, but he also had to process the fact that soon the rest of the 
community would find out what happened to Mary.    

    

And so we had to process, how am I going to save face? How am I going to save the honor of myself and 
my family, and how am I going to respond in a way that's righteous under the law? Well, again, as we 
said earlier, the Mosaic Law permitted for death by stoning to anyone who was a betrothed woman who 
got pregnant by another man during her betrothal.    

    

And so that was certainly at least within the realm of possibility. But as Joseph considered his response 
to all of this, he seemed to have an appreciation and a love for Mary. And so it doesn't seem like he 
wanted to extend the full extent of the law. But at the same time, he knew he couldn't stay married to 
her.    

    

This child would be a reminder of her betrayal, and not only that, it would have ostracized them from the 
community. Forget having a carpenter business if you've got this child as a result of an illicit affair that 
happened during your betrothal, you're the pariahs of your community. There's no way that they could 
have survived in that way. So his own emotions had to be swirling, as he believed that the woman that 
was he was ready to build his life with had blindsided him.    

    

And taking a wrecking ball to their life, how could he forgive or show mercy in this situation? Because 
mercy was important. But what about justice? What about righteousness under the law? What about 
practicalities of how this would work out? And really, so much hung in the balance of how Joseph would 
decide to respond to all of this? Really a lot more than Joseph even realized in the moment.  
  

    

So we turn to Matthew's gospel to see how Joseph responds. Then in Matthew chapter one, verse 18, 
it says this. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way when his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph before they came together, she was found to be with a child from the Holy Spirit 
and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly.    

    

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you will call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.    



    

All of this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which means God with us. When Joseph woke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him. He took his wife, but knew her. Not until she 
had given birth to a son, and he called his name Jesus.    

    

Now as Joseph balanced all that he had in front of him with a concern to protect Mary from public 
shame, he decides to have all things to divorce her quietly and under the law. In this situation, a 
betrothed husband had the right to do what to do if she got a private divorce in a way that wouldn't be 
public, in a way that wouldn't bring shame on either one of them, and especially in Joseph's mind, he 
wanted to protect Mary from the shame of this pregnancy.    

    

Now, this solution, of course, helped provide mercy for Mary, and it also fulfilled the justice 
requirements under the law. But in the end, it would still leave Joseph without a wife and without a 
woman that he really seemed to love. At this point. But as Joseph prepared to move on his decision, he 
has a dream one night, and in that dream an angel appears to him and addresses him first of all, as 
Joseph, the son of David.    

    

A reminder in this title, an intentional reminder that Joseph was a royal heir to the very promises of 
God. You see, several hundred years before, God had promised King David that there will be an eternal 
king, a messiah who will come from your line. And as the angel reminds Joseph, Joseph is in that line, in 
that natural line from King David.    

    

And so the usage of this title had the effect of shifting Joseph's focus from the pain and the plans that 
he had that have been destroyed to the greater redemptive plan of God that have been in works from 
the very beginning. The angel then uses words from the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah. 
And as Joseph begins to connect these dots, and much the way Mary did in the announcement, he 
realizes exactly what's happened here, and it opens up his heart and his mind to imagine the fact that 
what Mary told him about the Holy Spirit bringing the Son of God in her womb was actually true.  
  

    

And not only that, but Joseph was going to play an intimate role in all of this. He would not only be 
husband to Mary, but he be protector and provider of the Son of God Himself. And I imagine that is 
Joseph's. As Joseph understood this, his very approach to Mary shifted in his heart and in his mind 
from feeling emotions of betrayal to maybe emotions of admiration and love towards a woman who has 
made a faithful decision to follow God down a difficult path.    

    



And just imagine the next morning, as Joseph went to find Mary and tell her all of what happened and 
how it changed him, especially his perspective about what Mary had been through, how incredible that 
moment must have been for the both of them. For her. She finally sees someone who understands and 
who believes what is happening to her.    

    

And not only that, but it's a partner with her who's going to be her husband, who are protect her and 
provide for her. Protect her from the scrutiny that's going to come and the road that she's about to 
walk. And it's a partner in mission one who would share this secret and this responsibility of raising the 
Son of God together in a way that only the two of them could really fully understand.    

    

The faithfulness as you take as you take a step back and think about this, the faithfulness of these 
young teenagers is amazing. Now I remember, I don't know if you remember what you were like when you 
were a teenager. Some of you are still teenagers, but I can tell you this I was a knucklehead when I was a 
teenager, and if God had come to me with this kind of dream or invitation, I would have first of all said 
not just bad pizza that I ate.    

    

There's no way there's an angel talking to me. But even if I were to believe that I would, I doubt I would 
have made the decision in the moment to say, yeah, let's do this. I would have said something like, well, I'll 
get back to you on this angel Gabriel. Right? I would have left that text on read for a long time before I 
responded, but here are these two.    

    

And they respond so immediately when they know that what they're responding to will cost their plans, 
their life, everything that they had lined up to that point in time. And they had no guarantees that it was 
going to be easy. In fact, they knew it would be difficult. And the question is, how does that happen in the 
moment?    

    

And I think it's important to see how this happened, that they had been faithful to the words of God 
from a very young age. And so when they hear these words come to them from the angel Gabriel, and 
this was deliberately on purpose, and they hear these titles that are used, those are not just words to 
them. They make sense.    

    

They're not just strange words from a strange figure. They are familiar words from a friend. They 
become so intimately knowledgeable about those words and expecting about what God would do, that 
when they hear these words, it comes together in their minds. For them, it was true to the to the 
character of God because they knew God in such a way.    

    



So when it came time for a young teenage girl to trust that God would produce the Son of God 
miraculously in her, and that he would protect her and provide for her as she faced public scrutiny and 
possible death, she knew she could trust him with her life. And when it came time for a young man to 
trust God so that he could defend not only his own honor, but the honor of his young wife, he was ready 
to lay everything down on the line, including all the plans that he had had to that point in order to do that 
and to follow that calling.    

    

And I think the story of Mary and Joseph is an amazing story of faithfulness. It should inspire us in a lot 
of ways. But before we leave this, I want to remind us of the true point of all of this story. Because as 
wonderful as it is to look at the parents and their example of faith, this story in the end, is ultimately 
about the baby, not the parents.    

    

In fact, of course, the angel Gabriel says, in the middle of this you will name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.    

    

And is as faithful as those decisions were that Mary and Joseph made in these stories, and as they 
would make throughout their life, raising Jesus, the most important decision that they will ever make is 
to recognize that this child is the Savior of the world. And they come to him as the one who saves the 
world and saves them from their sin.    

    

You know, one of the most polarizing songs, it seems like during this time is the song Mary, did you know 
you guys know the song? Yeah, sure you do. It seems like. I don't know why I feel this way. Maybe I just 
run around cynical circles or whatever, but it feels like people either love this song or they can't stand 
the song.    

    

There's like, nobody in between. It's a polarizing song. I don't know, maybe and maybe I need new friends. 
But anyway, one line I really appreciate in this song is this one. The child that you delivered will soon 
deliver you. I mean, that's the paradox of the Christmas story. It's the reality of the Christmas story that 
God came to us as a humble baby, chose teenage parents who are nobodies and a forgotten town and a 
forgotten region of the world, chose to be born to a people at the time who are a conquered people with 
no political power.    

    

And even more than that, he came to a world in need of a Savior who comes to save his people from 
their sins. As Emmanuel, who is God with us. And as we think about what it means to respond in the 
same kind of faith that we see Mary and Joseph and many of the others in the characters of the 
Christmas stories of the Gospels respond.    



    

We realize that it's a calling to trust God in the big things and the small things in our lives. It's a call to 
trust that he truly is the Savior of the world, that he came for the purpose of dying on the cross and 
rising again, that we might be reconciled to the creator who loves us. The reality of Christmas is that 
it's a call for us to trust in that same way.    

    

And this morning, whether you are whatever you're facing this morning and whether you're in doubt, 
whether you're facing some kind of fearful, anxious situation or, of course, whether you're feeling 
loneliness this morning, of course, during this season, loneliness tends to be something that becomes 
very poignant at times. No matter what you're facing in this way, we can be confident in knowing that he 
is worthy of our trust, that the true gift and the reality of Christmas is that Jesus did all of this so that 
he could bring you back to himself through the salvation that he has provided for us.    

    

That's the reality of Christmas, and we've been called to live that out not just once a year, not just one 
month of the year, but every day of our lives throughout the year. Let's pray. Father, we are thankful for a 
Christmas season where we certainly have a special focus on who Jesus is and what it means for us to 
know Him as Savior.    

    

And Lord, we ask this morning for the faith to be able to trust him in ways that maybe we haven't in the 
past.    

    

Some of us are holding on to something that we are fearful to let go. Because we don't know what's 
going to meet us on the other side. And Lord, as we look at the examples from Mary's life, from Joseph's 
life, we're reminded again. That, Lord, you not only call us, but you provide for us. You meet us in that 
place where we are not sure what our next step will be.    

    

And so, Lord, we ask for the faith to be able to trust you, to trust your word, to trust your character. 
   

    

Even more so than we did when we walked in this place this morning. Or change our hearts and change 
our minds. The greatest gift that we have been given is what we celebrate during this season. And if it's 
true that you have done all of this to bring us back to yourself, there is nothing that you will withhold 
from us.    

    

We pray all this in Jesus name, Amen.       
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