Transcript* - Pastor John Klundt - 12/07 /2025

Good morning. It's not far away from Christmas, right? That's why we sing Christmas songs today,
which were so powerful in every way. So | don't know how you approach Christmas, but I'm going to
assume I'm going to lump everybody in. When you were a child that we all had similar childlike
approaches to Christmas.

And maybe for some of you, it's not true, but I'm just going to guess and say there's at least a little bit of
similarity, like for Christmas, when our parents would buy our Christmas presents and they would get
home, | mean, immediately they would have to wrap them because they would be fearful that we would
find them and know what they were.

I don't know if you've ever done that or not, but when you were a kid, but |, | would do that. And there
was such an excitement about like the again, the anticipation and what the gift was going to be and how,
you know, how | would be able to use that, whether it was Christmas Day or whenever it was going to
be.

And of course, over time, the gift, the idea of the gift would change, but just the excitement. And so my
mom would always say this phrase before the Christmas season began and before they would start
bringing Christmas presents home. And so both my parents worked. And so oftentimes we were home
and they weren't. So they knew there would be this pursuit of finding the gifts, no matter how well they
hid them.

It was we were going to try to find them. And so my mom would always say, like, hey, if you find it and you
and you know what it is, you'll ruin your Christmas. That did not stop me at all. Like | went right for it.
And so once, once or twice we able to do it. Now the hard part was when they actually had already
wrapped the presents, and then trying to unwrap them in such a way as to not reveal that they've been
unwrapped was very difficult.

I wasn't really skilled at that wrapping or anything like that. So removing it, but just the anticipation. By
the way, | would not tell my mom this. But | should have said to her, you're right, it ruined Christmas
when | knew what they were. Because once the once it was revealed, it's like, oh, now what? | already
know what I'm getting like.

And then | wasn't very good at pretending. Surprise face. You know that. But then there's. So | don't
know if you're like the like, because after you grow out of the child time, you're being a child and you



grow up and a little bit, and then then it becomes about the giving of the gift, right? Like you get excited
about, hey, | can't wait till you see the gift | got you.

And and you're excited about that. So | would say to our kids every year, and | would say it just about
every day until Christmas Day, | would say to them and | would whisper, | say, | got a secret for you. And
and they would say, what? And | would say, | know what you're getting for Christmas, but I'm not.

But I'm not telling you. And they really didn't like it very much at all. Like, and and | don't know if they
snuck around, but I'm guessing they, they did. And they tried to find out, just like | did when | was a kid.
But | just love the excitement of the anticipation of their seeing their face on that day, getting that gift.

And so there is an excitement and anticipation that Christmas brings. Every year it's just like, hey,
because yes, gifts are being given, but even more so, | think in in a very real way, God was, is excited to
have us have the gift of Christmas revealed to us in Jesus as well, because he gave, prophecy. He would
say, hey, just so you know, like coming is the Messiah.

And here's what the Messiah is going to look like. And here's when the Messiah is like, where he's going
to be born and how it's all going to kind of unfold. He would give these prophecies specifically related to
Jesus himself. And so | think once the actual gift of Jesus was revealed and the birth of Jesus happened,
| believe he was like as excited for us to see the revelation of what that would mean for us in every real
way, as a as a father could, could be.

And we're going to talk about today the the yes, the anticipation of Christmas. But oftentimes what
brings anticipation is the mystery is the secret. And that's what we're going to talk about. And it's
actually in Romans chapter 16, verse 25. We're going to be in there today. It's going to say 416 but it is
not. It is 1625.

Just just in case you're wondering, some of you will pick up on that and that'll drive you crazy for the
rest of the time. It says this now all glory to God who is able to make you strong. Just as my good news
says, the message about Jesus Christ is has revealed his plan for you Gentiles and planned kept secret
from the very beginning of time.

And so we're going to break this down and kind of go through what this particular passage is saying. But
this is a very in my, in my belief, a very real Christmas passage about the purpose, the coming of Jesus



and all that it would mean for us and how Christmas unfolds. And it really is a great reminder of
something that we often forget is what Christmas really is truly about.

But | think the first thing that he says is that he will give you strength and and you'll, you'll be able to be
strong. And | think there's some particular areas that where we have strength in. He says this in first
Corinthians one eight. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be free from all blame on the
day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns.

So he gives us strength when we're tempted. | mean, truly he gives us strength when our when we are
tempted. For example, when we see, the opposite sex, | guess it would be just ladies and lingerie, but
maybe it could be the other way around too. | don't know, but a woman in lingerie like you see that?

And then the temptation is to let that dwell in your mind and think thoughts beyond that. And he can
give you strength to not allow that to happen. He can give you strength in every real way, way. When
you're standing around a group of people who are gossiping and talking about somebody else in the
most horrible way, he can give you the strength to actually not only not say something, but to actually
walk away and give you strength when you're tempted to cheat on your taxes.

Yes, | guess that's a funny one.

But he can give us strength. There's something inherently that was a blessing to us. When we receive
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, that we have the strength to resist temptation. Another one is First
Corinthians 1558 so, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work
enthusiastically for the Lord. For you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.

So oftentimes he gives us strength. When we feel our duty or our responsibility, or our work is useless,
or is overseen or not seen at all. And he gives us strength to know that whatever we do for the Lord.
Listen, this is such a great reminder for us because a lot of us, work every day. And then sometimes,
even if you're not getting paid, you have work that you're doing, and oftentimes it can feel just
cumbersome and like, hey, there's nothing being produced out of this.

There's nothing good coming out of this. And what he says to us is a reminder that if you do it for the
Lord, it's not useless. It has purpose in it. And even if the purpose is just to trust in God, that it's got a
purpose in it is useful. That is a blessing in and of itself. But he says it's never useless.



Second Corinthians 1210 he says, this is why | take pleasure in my weakness and in the insults and
hardships, persecutions and troubles that | suffer for Christ. For when | am weak, then | am strong. And
oftentimes this is strength. For when we feel the world is just beating us down and we feel like it's just
one kick in the stomach after another and things are hard.

| think about when oftentimes when at work, maybe there's the sense of if | speak up and | speak truth,
or if | say something to somebody that that needs to be said, that I'll face retaliation and he'll give us
strength in that to do the right thing at the right specific time. So God has purpose and strength and
and what he wants to show us.

And again, in second Corinthians 1625, I'm going to read the whole verse to you. Now all glory to God
who is able to make you strong. Just as my good news says, this message about Jesus Christ has
revealed his plan for you Gentiles. A plan kept secret from the beginning and that phrase, a plan kept
secret again at this point in time now is no longer a secret, but it's a sense of like, hey, it's the Messiah
coming at just the right time.

And actually, in Galatians four, Ford says this. But when the right time came, God sent his son, born of a
woman, subject to the law. So think about this just for a moment. God will always be on time at the right
time. He will always be on the on the right time. And for us just to think about this for just a moment,
this idea of of God coming at the right time, we often think to ourselves, well, he's not working on my
time like | wish, | wish God would move quicker.

I wish he would do things that were more aligned with the things that I'm going through in the hardships
and the difficulties and the frustrations. And we just have to be reminded. And oftentimes we need to be
reminded of verses like this that remind us of like, hey, God is sovereign. And we say, oh yeah, God
sovereign. | know God's sovereign.

But but no, God is really sovereign. And he's in control over all of it. And he's got power over all of it. In
the midst of his sovereignty, we we see that God raises up rulers and kingdoms and he takes down
rulers and kingdoms, and he moves, and according to his plan and his purposes for our life.

And God has a plan and a purpose for your life. Actually, if you remember anything today, | would say
remember these three things. God is good, and you can say Amen. God is good. Grace is powerful. That



was okay. And then and then he's got a plan for your life. Oh, wow, that was great. If we could just keep it
at that level for the rest of our time, that would be spectacular.

Yes, he. He has a plan, and his plans are for us at the right time. And God will always do what is right for
you, in accordance with his will and his plans and his purposes. But in the midst of this, God sent Jesus
at the right time, in the time that he sent him, if we and | were in charge, he would go, oh no, don't, don't
send them.

When the Roman government is in charge, because they're they're not Christian government and
they're anti Jesus or anti anybody but themselves. And yet God understood what was happening under
the Roman rule and authority. They they basically ruled the entire world of that particular time. They
were on three continents. They built an intricate, road system that allowed the gospel to spread faster
and quicker because of the road systems.

They developed what we know to be the Codex, which is the book and written form that we have it today,
so that when it was written, it was more easily accessible to people to be taken out. And now here's the
thing that they had that really wasn't a good thing, but it allowed the gospel to flourish as well, which
was they didn't really have any kind of a social services, program that we have in this country.

Things like, like welfare and, food stamps and things like that to be of help to people who are in need and
for also for like hospitalization and stuff like that as well. And so when, when people would get sick, it
allowed the church in that particular time to be a blessing to people, to to feed the people and to help
them when they were sick and to be really all of those things to them.

So they were more receptive to the good news of the gospel. You want to talk about timing? Like, again,
we would look at the world today and we would always judge it by what was happening on the inside. But
God sees beyond that and he knows, when is the best time. And Jesus was born in a time we would have
probably never, went for.

But God did it in the midst of that. And look what happened because of it. And then again in Romans
1625, it says, now all glory to God, who is able to make you strong. Just as my good news says, this
message about Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for you Gentiles. That plan kept secret from the very
beginning of time.



And think about the plan. Really, what this word is, is it's the the revealing or the unveiling of his plan. So
it's no longer secret anymore. It's made known. But | guess if you're someone who is not a follower of
Jesus or you've never read the Bible, this is something that has still yet to be revealed to you or unveiled
to you.

But for the most of us in this room, we are aware of this. This is no longer secret to us. We understand
that Jesus came for all people. He came for all. Here's some passages of scriptures that we can see
because we have a mindset of specifically who he came to, and it really turned out to be a little bit
different.

That's always kind of the way it is with the way we understand God now is a blessing only for the Jews,
which is an incredible question. Or is it also for the uncircumcised Gentile? We have been saying that
Abraham was counted as righteous of God because of his faith. And so, so much of what our thinking is,
is no, it's all about ethnicity, and it's about the Israelite people.

And and they were the chosen people of God. But here it says, hey, you want to you want to be
accounted by God, and you want to be a part of his people. You have what faith. That's what makes all
the difference in the world. And Romans chapter nine, verses six and seven, not all who are born into the
nation of Israel are truly members of God's people.

Being descendants of Abraham does not make them truly Abraham's children. For the Scripture says,
Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be counted, though Abraham had other children
too, and he's saying, hey, what counts is faith. This means Romans nine eight. This means that
Abraham's physical descendants are not necessarily children of God, only to be the children of the
promise are considered to be Abraham's children.

And one more Romans four six he says, so the promise is received by faith. How is the promise received
by faith? It is given as a free gift, and we are all certain to receive it if we have faith like Abraham's. And
so he says, hey, this has been revealed, and it's no longer a secret that the Gentiles are included.

If they have faith, they are included. Now Peter gives us a little bit of indication about the way that the
Israelites saw the the Gentile people and trust me, in every possible way, they would have never
considered them as a part of God's plan to rescue people, even though way back in the Old Testament, in
the book of Genesis, when God made his covenant with Abraham, he's like, hey to the to you, Abraham,
and to the peoples who come after you.



You are going to be a blessing to all the nations. And now they're starting to figure out what that
means. And Peter, who was with Jesus in his three year ministry, saw the death, burial and resurrection
of Jesus. And he's beginning to understand even more and more who this unveiling is really for. And
Peter, in acts chapter ten verse 28, he says this Peter told them, you know, it is against our laws for a
Jewish man to enter into a Gentile home like this or to associate with you.

So basically you are beneath me. Gentiles, | can't be around you, but God has shown me listen to what he
says, but God has shown me that | should no longer think of anyone as impure or unclean. And so he's
starting to get this understanding because again, part of the culture, even in the temple system, if you
would go to the temple itself as a Gentile, there was the temple itself, and then there these levels of of
the around the temple where different people could go.

And the very outer outskirts of the temple was the courtyard of the Gentiles themselves. And that's
where they were relegated to, because they were considered un pure and unclean people. And he was
saying, guess what? That's no longer the case for you. So what about the the Israelite people? | mean,
what was what was their purpose? | mean, what is what did they bring forth?

Well, the first thing, there's a couple, it was more than a couple. But two of the primary things | think
are this they brought the law. God showed them the law. And what the law showed the Israelite people
was this, that they were not good enough to be good. And neither are we. That's what that's what God
showed them.

And the second thing was that the Messiah, the Savior, the Christ, Jesus himself would come through
the Israelite people to be a blessing to all of the people. So | don't know if you've seen this movie that's
called The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. So that came out last year, but | was told in between services, |
love it when | don't get it right.

That is actually a movie that was also in the 1980s, maybe ish or so in that time. So it's a remake, but |
don't know the early one, | only know the later one. And so this movie is about it would if you've ever been
in a a kids Christmas program like, this is what this is all about.

It's a small church called Emmanuel, which is a real awesome play on words. God is with us, right? And
God came near and God came for you specifically. But in the story they're putting on their 75th
Christmas pageant or play. And it's been very traditional, like, very like, hey, it's the same every year. And



of course, the only thing that changes are the kids in the play, because kids grow up and they're not kids
anymore.

But one specific lady has been doing it for a very long time, and she gets hurt and she's not able to be
the director anymore. So another lady takes over and she becomes a director. But it's supposed to be
like the best Christmas, a 75th anniversary, and everybody shows up for it and it's just a big deal. But
but what everybody is expecting is that it's always the same as it was before.

But here comes this group of kids in town who have a really, really bad reputation called the hermits.
And they they are just known to be the kids that nobody wants around because they're the kids in the
town that that, steal and they cuss and they smoke and they beat people up and they intimidate. Not
just kids, but adults, too.

And and so their moms, but their moms never around. And everybody thought if they ever enter church.
And maybe you thought this about yourself, at a time before that, if you ever entered the doors of a
church that you would just burst into flames. That's what. That's what everybody thought about these
kids. Like they would never have assumed that they would come into a church building because of how
they were.

And the church thought that way about them. And and so it was just fine for them, for them never to
come into church. But they found out that if they participated in the Christmas play, they would get, like
cake and all kinds of cookies and all kinds of desserts after the play was over. So they decided, we're
going to we're going to join the play.

And everybady just lost their their minds, the people who were supposed to have their parts. And they
decided not only are we going to be in the play, but we're going to take all the best parts in the play.
We're going to play Mary and Joseph and the wise man, and we're going to be the shepherds and and
nobody else is going to speak up.

And if they try to speak up and take these parts, we'll just beat them up. So. It's the movie, and so in the
midst of that, they have their first practice and the humans are gutting all the major parts. And the
director opens up the Bible and starts to read the Christmas story for the first time. And as the
director starts to read the story, one of the kids who has gone to church for the longest time pipes up
and says, do we have to hear that story again?



We've heard it a million times, and the hermits who were from the outside looking in, they were amazed
at the story, and they began to ask questions of all different kinds. And they said, hey, what does it mean
to be with child? What's a wise man? Does the innkeeper get it? In the end, they didn't like the
innkeeper.

Where was child welfare? Why? Perfumes and oils for a boy? They just had all these questions and and
and they were so interested. And yet the people who were a part of church had no desire to hear the
Christmas story again. And the people who were on the outside couldn't get enough of it. Isn't that the
way it can happen to us?

If we're not careful? We can forget what Christmas is really and truly all about. Christmas is for the
outsiders. Christmas is for the overlooked and the forgotten. And those that want a second chance.
Those that don't feel good enough. Those that feel disenfranchized. The outcast. The gospel in every way
is for those who are not good enough. The gospel is for those who feel very alone.

The gospel is for those who need hope and a second chance after second chance after a second chance.

The gospel is for the forgotten. The gospel is for those who feel numb to everything in this world. The
gospel says Jesus came for you. Think about the nativity scene itself. Some of the characters in the
nativity scene are the shepherds who were considered the lowliest of the low. And yet in the midst of
Jesus, the Messiah coming to earth, God sends an angel to them to tell them to go and worship the
Christ child.

Because what Christmas tells us is that it is for the outsiders. It is for those that are hurting and pain
and need a second chance. Here's the. Here's the beautiful thing that we forget about Christmas every
year. | don't know why we do it, other than the fact that there's just so much going on. We just lose lose
sight of it.

But for those of us in church, it's important that we don't forget. And the most beautiful thing about
Christmas is that it's the grace that we receive from Jesus for each and every person in this room
today, for the grace that you have received and the grace that you receive every day. It's grace for the
dad who's delinquent on child support, his grace for the acts, who lives in fear, his grace for the person
who committed suicide, and at the holidays, for those who wish they would have said something more.



His grace for the family member who couldn't help but bring the drama at Thanksgiving. We all have
those. We might be those. It's grace for the wife who goes to Bible study every week, but keeps a lie in
the seat in the dark secret is grace for the student who raises his hand at camp but sleeps with his
girlfriend when he gets home.

It's grace for the business worker who implements Christian principles at work. But as tuck hasn't
tucked in his kids for over a month, it's grace for the person who has dementia and says things that are
not representative of who they are, who they used to be. It's grace for yes, the innkeeper and Herod. It's
grace for the ex-con and for the current con.

It's grace for the transgender and the homosexual. It's grace for the soccer mom who worships at the
altar of kids sports. It's grace for the person who can't think of a sin to repent of his grace for the one
who doesn't know which sin to confess because they are so fresh. His grace for the one who arrogantly
brags about not taking a drink, it's grace for the person who is strung out right now in this room, this
grace for the one who just consumed porn.

It's great for the person who tried and didn't make it into grace for the worst of sinners. It's grace that
gives us endless second chances. It's grace that it's paid in full. It's grace that tells us we are forgiven of
our sins. That's what the Christmas story tells us, that God came for the outsiders, and at one point in
time, all of us in this room were outsiders who heard the Christmas story for the first time and had all
sorts of questions and had all sorts of curiosities and we've heard it more and more and more over the
past few years.

And and we can if we're not careful, we can be just as numb to the Christmas story as anybody else
today. And we can miss the the real part of the Christmas story, which is that God came for you. Yes,
but he came for the outsiders, the Gentiles, who nobody wanted around. And they saw as unclean and
non pure.

And yet the church at Christmas time needs to be reminded of the grace that God has for all people. All
people. What a gift that is in church, to be honest with you, if that's the only gift that we ever received
at Christmas time, that would be more than enough. So what do we do at Christmas time? | have a
couple suggestions for you this morning.

The first one is this we can say, well, we can say two things. We can say, come and see or we can say,
help me. For a lot of us in this room, you know, people can, you know, when people for a long time who
need an invitation to church and you've not invited, you've not taken the time to make an effort to invite
them to church.



And maybe it's the truth is because you see them a lot like the church in the in the story saw the saw
the kids as an inconvenience. And they were messy and they would never come to church. And if they
did, everything would just fall to pieces and nothing would be as good as what it was if we just kept it all
the same.

Can | remind you that grace is extremely messy and that you also, at one point in time, were a mess and
probably still are and still need incredible amount of grace in your life. But to invite someone to church
during the Christmas season? Not not wait till Christmas Eve by the way. But yes, at Christmas Eve, we
have these incredible invites that | would encourage you to consider taking as you head out the double
doors right at the second double door there, right in the middle of the lobby, is a table with a bunch of
Christmas invites.

And it's great. It looks great, number one. And on the back it's got all the great information of, hey, this
is the time and this is what's going, going to happen that night here in this room is we have services at
two, 330 and 5:00. And, and what a great opportunity it would be to bring somebody who is, who is
really on the outside and needs a second chance and needs to be reminded that they've not been
forgotten by God in any way, shape or form.

But God sent His Son also for them and just to invite him to come and see. But here's what here's what |
I've experienced in my own life, and here's what | know we can typically do if we're not really careful, we
can. We can say no for them before they even get a chance to say no to us.

We don't. We don't want to invite them because we think, oh my goodness, if if | invited them, they would
not accept the invitation or they would never enter our church building because they don't see
themselves as church people. And that's exactly the people that should be here on Christmas Eve in
every possible way. And we need to invite them to come and see.

Coming here, the Christmas music can come in here, the Christmas message, and come and participate
in the candlelight service and come and hear that God has come for the outsiders in every real way. We
need to take seriously the idea that Christmas time is all about the beauty of God's grace through His
Son, Jesus. And there's people who need an invitation.

| recognize not all of us will invite people. But | want to remind you, somebody invited you one day. You
were an outsider and you didn't know everything. And you don't know the stories. And yet you receive



the good news of God's grace through Jesus Christ, His son. Will come and see the second. If it's not,
come and see.

It's help me like, Lord, | I'm a mess. I'm. | am the outsider. And | can't believe you came for me.

You know, the good news of the gospel church is just simple. This Jesus came, the sent by his father,
came to earth in the form of a baby, lived the perfect life without sin, offering himself up as a sacrifice
for us who deserve the punishment. He who had no sin became our sin, was crucified on the cross, died
on that cross, was put in a tomb, and three days later Jesus rose from the grave.

And he wants to know that you, he came for you to do that specifically, to die for you. But today Jesus
lives and he can be the Lord and Savior of your life. Come see or please help. Let's pray. Father, we thank
you for the opportunity we have to gather in this room today and begin the the the Christmas series.

Father and began the idea and the thinking about what Christmas means. And, father, please help us not
forget that Christmas truly isn't Christmas unless we put Jesus first.

Father, help us to invite. Help us to be reminded that Christmas is for outsiders.

For the forgotten. For the disenfranchized. For the lonely.

For those who have sinned, father. In great ways, including ourselves. Father. And pray. If anybody needs
to reach an and give their life to Jesus today. | pray for that father. | pray that they make that decision
today, that today for them can be the day of salvation. We pray this today in Jesus name, Amen.
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