Transcript* - Cycles & Spirals — 8/23/2026 — Pastor Jay Gjurgevich

All right, so | have to begin this morning by confessing and offering you an apology. Two weeks ago, |
stood on this very stage and spoke out of pride and selfish desire at the beginning of a sermon on
humility. Ironically enough. And | declared with confidence that that day would be the last day that we
hit 110 degrees.

So I'm here to apologize to you about that, and to say that I'll never do that again. And | don't want a
chicken and egg, this whole thing. | don't know if that caused us to be, but, we'll just say that | won't
say it again. Okay. How? How's that? I've learned my lesson. But good morning to all of you.

Good to see you all here this morning. | got a question for you as we begin. Have you ever been in a
situation where you felt like you were going around in circles? And I'm not talking about, like, if you're
driving in a new neighborhood and you get lost and you're driving around in circles, or you're at a
shopping mall and you get lost.

I'm talking about in life, in a life situation maybe where you thought you were going one direction only
to find yourself back in the same place, maybe months or even years later. Maybe it's been a career
situation, or a relationship, or a financial situation, or maybe a weight loss or exercise program, or
maybe even your own spiritual life.

And, you know, if that's ever happened to you, you know that when you return to that place where you
started from, you never really return to the same place to you. You were you actually return to a place
that's probably worse, because you put a lot of time and energy and resources into something that
you hoped would work out.

And yet it didn't work out in the end. | think we've all probably been there at some point in our lives.
Right. And I'm sure when it happened to you, it didn't determine the destiny of an entire country,
though. Well, back in 1695, the country of Scotland was struggling so much financially that the
Scottish leaders came up with a risky but bold plan to try to get their country back on track.

And they decided if they could take control of the small piece of land on the other side of the planet,
known as the Isthmus of Panama, they could control trade that was going through from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, and if they could do that, they could make enough money to get themselves back into
financial standing. In fact, they might even be one of the great world powers if this worked out.



And so, in what was known as the Darian scheme, Scotland raised over 400,000 pounds, which was
a lot of money at that time, primarily from ordinary Scottish citizens who gave their savings to this
project and to this initiative. They were able to actually develop a colony on the Isthmus of Panama
called New Caledonia. And at first they arrived with these huge high hopes and expectations of
becoming the next major world trading power.

But it didn't take long for everything to go wrong. From the beginning, they didn't have enough
supplies, the climate was brutal and disease spread throughout the colony. The locals who were there
didn't want them there, and the Spanish authorities who ruled over that area didn't want them there
either. And so they sabotaged their efforts and not even their ally, England wanted to help because
England was afraid of provoking Spain if they helped out Scotland.

Within months, the colony was beginning to collapse, and even though Scotland sent another explicit
expedition to help kind of reinforce the colony within five years the entire colony was destroyed and
the project was scrapped. The financial losses were so devastating for Scotland that not only did they
end up right back where they started in financial ruin, but it was even worse than where they started,
to the point where their own survival as a nation was in question.

And in fact, it was one of these. It was one of these. It was an event like this that actually led to
Scotland having to, partner with England to form Great Britain, which is one of the reasons why we
have Great Britain today. Now, last week we introduced to you a series on the Book of Judges. And if
you think that story about Scotland is grim, wait until you encounter what happens in the book of
judges.

| don't know if you're familiar with this book, but what we see in this book is the danger of finding
ourselves in cycles built on wandering and being lost, and in particular, turning away from God and
the things that he says are right to do what is right in our own eyes, and the danger and results that
happen out of that.

And as we looked at the very first chapter of the Book of Judges last week, we were introduced to

some of this idea and why things play out this way. For instance, in chapter one, verse 19. Want to
review that with you? It says this. And the Lord was with Judah, and he took possession of the hill

country, but he could not drive out the inhabitants of the plain, because they had chariots of iron.

Now, as you read this verse, it might not seem like a big deal. Might it seem like all that significant?
It's actually a little understated as it's written, but at this point, the Israelites had gotten most of the
land that God had told them to conquer. But when it came to driving out the Canaanites, they couldn't
do it.



Because, as this verse said, the Canaanites had iron chariots. In other words, they had military
technology that the Israelites didn't have. They had more soldiers than the Israelites had. They had
the home field advantage because that was their land. And so they knew more of the land. And so the
Israelites get to a point where they just say, well, we've gotten to this point.

We've gotten so far, so far, so good. The iron chariots are kind of scary. And so let's just stop right
here. Now, as we're going to see, that's not exactly how God sees this situation. And it's exactly this
kind of approach. The Israelites coming to a place where they think to themselves, well, maybe we
shouldn't. And we know God has told us this, but maybe we shouldn't, maybe we can't.

That really ends up determining the way this book goes over and over again. Throughout the rest of
the chapters we're going to look at. And so as we look at chapter two this morning, what we get is
God's perspective on this. And and as we look at God's perspective, one thing we see is a clearer
assessment of that actually is happening between God and the Israelites.

So, judges chapter two, let's begin there in verse one. It says this. Now the angel of the Lord went up
from Gil gal to him, and he said, | brought you up out of Egypt and brought you into the land that |
swore to give to your fathers. | said, | will never break my covenant with you, and you shall make no
covenant with the inhabitants of this land.

You shall break down their altars, but you have not obeyed my voice. What is this that you've done?
So now | say, | will not drive them out before you, but they shall become thorns in your sides, and
their gods shall be a snare to you. As soon as the angel of the Lord spoke these words to all the
people of Israel, the people lifted up their voices and wept.

And they called the name of that place him, and they sacrificed there to the Lord. Now this chapter
really begins by looking back in Israel's history to root us in the current situation of the judges. And it
does us. It does that through the voice of a character, our figure known as the angel of the Lord. Now,
the angel of the Lord is a really interesting figure here, because this is not just any other angel.

It's not even an archangel like Gabriel or Michael. The angel is a messenger with divine authority and
also with divine presence. And look at the way he's speaking. He's saying, | am the one who brought

you out. You. | am the one who have made covenant with you. And we know that in Scripture it wasn't
an angel who brought the Israelites out of Egypt.

And it's not an angel who makes a covenant with the Israelites, it's God himself. And so what we're
dealing with here in the Angel of the Lord. And there are plenty other places in Scripture, by the way,
where we see the angel of the Lord. What we're actually dealing with in this case is a theophany. It's
an appearance of God.



In fact, some scholars believe that these are actually Kristof, and he's including the one here and
judges a pre incarnate appearance of the Son of God. But you can see the authority with which he
speaks, and he says, | am the one who brought you into the land, and | have made the covenant with
you. So this section isn't merely just about looking back over the history of of Israel for context.

Instead, it's laying the foundation for why everything in the book of judges happens the way that it
does theologically. From this point forward, it all comes back to this, the covenant relationship that
God establishes with the Israelites, where his promised deliverance has brought them into the land,
and that is the land that he promised their father Abraham, and that this land was supposed to be a
place where they dwelt with God and fellowship as they follow God's law, as they listen to God's
Word, and then as a result, they would become a shining light to the rest of the nations.

They would become witnesses of the God of Israel to the rest of the world. Now, even the geographic
references in this passage, by the way, are full of symbolic meaning. The fact that the angel of the
Lord comes from Gilgal to the place where the Israelites is is very telling. | mean, if you think about it
right, the angel of the Lord is the divine presence of God.

And so the angel of the Lord doesn't really have to come from anywhere. He can just kind of go
wherever he wants, right? It's not like Gilgal was the hometown of the angel of the Lord. Or like he
got, you know, got stuck in a layover in Gil Gao and had to kind of come from there to get to the
Israelites.

And so why does it talk about Gilgal? And what's the reference to Gil down here? Well, if you go back
to the book right before the Book of Judges and the book of Joshua chapter five, you see that Gilgal
is the place where the people made the covenant with God, the very covenant that God speaking
about here. It's a place where the Israelites cross over into the Promised Land as they cross over the
Jordan River.

It's the place where, when they enter, God says to them, if you know the story, they're to create a
memorial or a monument of 12 stones that they take from the Jordan River, dry bed. And they put it
together in a monument to represent the 12 tribes of Israel, and to represent God's victory in
delivering them into the land.

And of course, one of the reasons they one of the reasons they build that monument is for the
generations that come after them, as they see that to ask their parents and their grandparents, why is
that there? And the parents were supposed to tell them it's because it represents how God brought us
into the land. It's the place.



Gilgal is the place where God brought us into the land, finally. And so, in other words, Gilgal is a place
that represents victory and fulfilled promise, and it represented God and His people finally, together in
the land. So there's huge significance in the angel of the Lord coming from that place. It speaks to all
of that and the appearance of the Lord himself in this place called bow him, which is not called bow,
came at the beginning.

It's not really called that to the end because of what happens in this scene. The Israelites respond to
the Lord's words to them by weeping because they realize their failure in that moment to listen and
obey God. Get this the word bow came actually means weeping. The place itself is marked out and
named for this event. That happens because it represents something very significant that begins the
story of the judges.

And what it begins is this series of cycles and spirals of the judges and of the judges, and Israel's
relationship with God that propels us through the rest of the book. If you take a quick step back and
read the first two chapters, you might notice that there are a lot that these two chapters have in
common. In some places, it almost seems like they're repeating the same things that are happening,
and there's a reason for that.

Chapter one is actually written from more of the perspective of the Israelites. Now, what we just read
in chapter one, verse 19, it's kind of understated because it's written from the perspective of the
Israelites. They just said, basically we couldn't go any further. We got to the Canaanites and they had
these iron chariots, and they had all these soldiers, and they had the home field advantage.

And so, of course, with all of those odds in our way, we couldn't we couldn't overcome those
insurmountable odds. And so it was just okay for us to stop. We couldn't see any possible way that
we could defeat the Canaanites. Well, as satisfied as the Israelites might have been with their
reasoning, by the time we get to chapter two, the perspective switches to God's perspective here.

And what do you see God talk about? He doesn't say anything about the Canaanites or their iron
chariots. He's not focused on the fact they've got more soldiers in the Israelites. He doesn't say
anything about their home field advantage. Instead, what does God focus on? He said, | told you to
drive them out of the land, out of our covenant.

I've made a covenant with you. I've delivered you, and now I've told you to go and and to go and drive
them out of the land. And the principle is quite simple here. Iron chariots and home field advantage is
don't really matter when you have the God of the universe, the Lord of hosts, fighting your battles,
and for whatever reason, the Israelites seem to forget that very small detail.



Look at these verses and side by side, verse 119 and verse two, chapter two, verse two. And | want
you to notice the distinction between these two things in the first verse. It's almost as if the Israelites
are saying, we could not drive out the Canaanites in chapter two, verse two. It's it's as if God cuts
right to the point and says, no, it's not that you could not.

It's that you would not drive out the Canaanites because you didn't remember to trust in me. Notice
one thing here. And Tim Keller makes a great distinction between this. The difference between saying
we can't versus the difference, versus saying we won't. There's a huge difference here. The Israelites
are saying, we can't drive out the Canaanites, and God is saying, it's not that you're it's not that you
can't.

It's that you won't do it. You won't listen to me. You won't trust me. You won't obey me. After all, we
have to remember. How did Israel get to that point in the first place? It's because God had driven
everybody else out in front of them. And so we get to this point where they decide what God's not
going to finish the job has God given up?

Has God left us now? The focus has been on them. They've decided, oh, we can't do this. And God is
saying no. The reason why you failed is because you wouldn't do this. You wouldn't listen to me. It
becomes a huge issue as it plays out throughout the book, and it seems like the reason why Israel
does this is they forget about what God has done.

And by the way, a huge theme through this book is Israel forgetting over and over again or failing to
remember who God is and what God has done for them. We continue here in verse six. When
Joshua dismissed, the people were back at him again. The people of Israel went each to his
inheritance to take possession of the land, and the people serve the Lord all the days of Joshua and
all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the Lord had
done for Israel, and Joshua the son of nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of 110 years, and
they buried him within

the boundaries of his inheritance in Timna. Harry's in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the
mountain of ash. And all the generation and all that generation were gathered to their fathers as well.
And then there arose another generation after them who didn't know the Lord or the work that he had
done for Israel. Now this starts out with such a beautiful picture, right?

The people have just heard from God, and they've repented and they've worshiped God and offered a
sacrifice in the previous scene. And now they go back. Now the 12 tribes go back to the lands that
they've inherited, and they begin to serve the Lord, remembering again all that God had done for
them. But there's a shift in the story, and the shift really happens along the generational lines.



And it starts with Joshua dying, Joshua dies, and then the rest of the elders in that generation dies
off. There's a generation that comes after them. And and it seems like those are the two generations
who were the ones who came over, through into the land. And then we get to a generation that comes
after that generation, and it says that just this generation did not know the Lord or what he had done
for Israel.

In other words, what we're talking about is two generations after Joshua, basically Joshua's grandkids
generation, that generation already doesn't know the Lord. They've already forgotten what God has
done for them. It's a really ominous saying, a really kind of ominous description of what's going on
here, and we begin to see how that launches the cycle that plays out throughout the rest of the book
of judges.

One of these cycles that plays out all the way through to the end, what's really being presented here
is this kind of cycle that plays out over and over again. And | think this is so important to
understanding the book of judges. | brought a little graphic with me. So you can see this. You can
track this essentially just in general, there are about six different steps that each cycle plays out.

And we see these cycles happen. Several times throughout the book of judges. They happen once
and again and again. Every time you see a judge there in the middle of this cycle, that's playing out
over and over and over and over again. So let me explain what each of these steps mean. The first
one says that Israel serves the Lord.

And we see that step here with Joshua. Right. The people are doing great. They've just repented.
They've worship God. They've gone back to their places and they're serving the Lord. And things are
good for a while. At least now the next ones are our. How Israel then begins to forget the Lord. And it
starts with step two. Israel falls into sin and adultery.

That's spiritual adultery, idolatry in terms of worshiping the other gods of the nations that are left in the
land as a result of them worshiping other gods. God pulls back, the Lord pulls back, and Israel is
enslaved. They're enslaved spiritually. They're enslaved physically. And as a result, they cry out to the
Lord, which is step four. As a result of them crying out, God hears them, and by his mercy comes to
them and raises up a judge, a figure who leads a military force to deliver Israel.

And they're they're delivered in step six, and the cycle begins over again. Now, here's the thing about
this cycle. It's not only a cycle in the sense that the Israelites return to the same place they started.
These cycles actually form more of a downward spiral that each time they go through a cycle, things
not only go around, but they go down at the same time.



So it looks kind of like this now. Things get worse with each successive judge that's raised up. The
judges themselves get progressively worse, and certainly the state of the Israelites get worse. They're
quicker to fall into idolatry, and when they do, they fall further away from the Lord. Each time. We're
actually going to see that represented in the amount of increasing violence and evil that happens
throughout this book.

In some ways, you really just can't ignore it if you're reading it. It's just like, wow, that really happened.
It is shocking to see how much violence and evil takes place in this book, but it represents the fact
that Israel continues to fall further and further and further away from God. So as we read the next
sections of chapter two, we're going to see the narrator actually spell out these cycles that we just
looked at starting in verse 11.

It says this. And the people of Israel did what is evil in the sight of the Lord and serve the bails. And
they abandoned the Lord and the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt.
They went after other gods from among the gods of the peoples who are around them, and bowed
down to them.

And they provoked the Lord to anger. They abandoned the Lord and serve the bails and the ashtaroth
so the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who
plundered them, and he sold them into the land of their surrounding enemies, so they could no longer
withstand their enemies. Whatever they marched out, the hand of the Lord was against them, for
harm, as the Lord had warned, and as the Lord had sworn to them, and they were in terrible distress.

So what's foreshadowed at the end of that first, at the end of the previous section, that we looked at
with that generation forgetting about God, the fruit now comes in that section that we just read,
because after this new generation forgets God, they begin to worship the bails, which is an umbrella
term basically for all the pagan gods of the Canaanites.

So they're worshiping all these false false gods, which is step two in the cycle. And then just as God
predicted, these gods become a snare for the Israelites, and as they worship them, God pulls back.
They fall into step three, which means that they're being conquered not only spiritually, but conquered
militarily. They're enslaved, and as a result, they cry out to the Lord for help, which is step four in the
cycle.

And then we have God's response there in great distress, as it says at the end. And then we have
God's response in the very next verse, verse 16, it says, then the Lord raised up judges who save
them out of the hand of those who plundered them. Yet they did not listen to their judges. For they
hovered after other gods and bowed down to them.



They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the
commandments of the Lord, and they did not do so wherever the Lord raised up judges for them. The
Lord was with the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their enemies. All the days of the judge.
For the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning, because of those who afflicted and oppressed
them.

But wherever the judge, whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their
fathers, going after other gods, serving them, and bowing down to them, they did not drop any of their
practices or their stubborn ways. So step five, then, is when the Lord hears the cry of his people and
responds with his mercy and grace, even though they had angered him and betrayed him.

And | want you to see how great God's mercy is for Israel every single time he goes to deliver them
and raise up a judge for them. Not only are they doing this over and over again, but look at the words
that God uses to describe what happens when they worship other gods. Look at the picture he paints.

He says they haw after other gods. In other words, what are you doing? Is creating this, this, this
picture of a marriage relationship formed by the covenant that God has with his people and that is
they go worship the other gods. It's almost as if a husband is watching his wife have an affair with a
bunch of other men.

And think about that. How devastating that would be. What kind of picture that paints if you're
married, even if you're not married, you can imagine, like what this would be like the devastation, the
anger, the betrayal, all that happens there. And God uses that picture as an image of saying, this is
what this looks like, this is what spiritual unfaithfulness looks like.

And yet even in the midst of all that, even as it moves God to anger, how does he respond? He
responds out of mercy. He hears his people and he takes pity on them. And delivers them. And by the
way, this happens over and over and over and over and over again. Did | do that 12 times? | didn't do
that 12 times.

But it's 12. It's at least what we have 12 judges that are talked about in this over and over and over
and over. It happens. And God continues to raise up judges to rescue them. And and, you know, as
Pastor John explained last week, a judge is not necessarily a person who sits in a courtroom. In this
case, judges in this book are more of a military leader who's anointed by God for the task of delivering
God's people out of the hands of their enemies.

Now, at the same time, the they're kind of more of like an instrument of God's power. So even though
this is called the Book of Judges, we aren't necessarily to look to the judges as an example of like



how to be faithful. Because if, you know, if you've read this book, you know, they do some pretty awful
things.

And so the judge, it's not so much about the judges. What it is about is the focus is on God's
faithfulness to his people as he saves them, the judges being the tool through which he brings that
deliverance. Now, with all this in mind, you might be thinking, what is the actual purpose of the book
of judges? And why do we go through all of these cycles and spirals that seem to be the same over
and over again?

This book will get repetitive in some places. It already. It already is getting a little repetitive as we see
these kind of cycles just play out right. And so the question is, why do we go through all of these
cycles in this book, and what is the purpose of this book? How does it ultimately relate to us? Well,
I'm glad you asked those questions because as we moved, as we move from chapter 2 to 3, we're
going to see a little bit more about how we might answer a question like that.

Judges chapter three, verse one says this. Now these are the nations that the Lord left to test Israel
by them. That is all in Israel. Who had not experienced all the wars in Canaan. Then down to verse
four, they were for the testing of Israel, to know whether Israel would obey the commandments of the
Lord, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.

So the people of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the parasites, the
heights, and the Jebusites. And their daughters. They took to themselves for wives and their own
daughters. They gave to their sons, and they served their gods. Now notice what's being said here.
After Israel neglects God's command to drive out all of the people in the land, God leaves those
nations there in the land.

Which is significant because God could have just risen up another Joshua to get rid of all those
nations and basically push them out of the land, so that Israel going to have their own land in that
area. And why did he not do that? Well, he tells us right here to test Israel, which actually means to
reveal their faithfulness or their or lack thereof to God.

Because again, remember, this is a generation, as it says right there. They didn't see the wars of
Canaan. They didn't see Joshua leading the Israelites through the land. They didn't see God's
victories and what God had done. In fact, they're a generation that didn't know the Lord and have
forgotten what the Lord had done. And so if God just gives them the land and drives out all the rest of
the nations, there, the land would have lost its meaning, because the ultimate meaning for the land
was not just to be a homeland for Israel, but it was to be a place where God dwelt with his people.



In fact, that was the primary purpose. And if they just have the land without knowing the Lord, the
point of the land has been lost altogether. So what does God do? He leaves those nations there so
that Israel would learn what it means to trust God in the midst of all of this, that Israel would see
God's grace and mercy after they fall and fail.

Time and time again to listen to what he tells them to do. Now, | don't know how familiar you are with
the Book of Judges, but if you do know one thing about this book, it's likely that you probably know
the phrase which this book is known for, which is really the narrator's explanation for why Israel ends
up in these cycles and spirals.

It's the phrase everyone did what was right in his own eyes. Have you heard that phrase before? That
phrase comes from the Book of Judges, right? That's typically how the Book of Judges is known. Now
think about that phrase for a minute. In our modern culture, that might as well be the slogan by which
everyone wants to live by, right?

Everybody just kind of does what is right in their own eyes. That sounds like freedom to our culture.
That sounds like joy. That sounds like the thing we should all be after. We just get to do what is right
in our own eyes. But in the book of judges, this phrase represents an approach that ends up
destroying the Israelites because it's seen as an approach that is opposite to trusting God.

Right? The more complete idea would be something like this instead of trusting God and doing what
was right in his eyes, everyone did what was right in their own eyes. Now that sounds a little bit more
dangerous, doesn't it? So we're going to learn a lot in this series, related to that one thing. But this
morning, as we close, | want us to consider what that looks like based on the first two and a half
chapters that we've gone through over these two weeks.

And | think it's really simple. It's the question again, that is that God asked the Israelites way back in
the first and second chapter. It's a question of this can't or won't. And that question plays out in our
lives all the time, especially when it comes to doing what is right in our own eyes versus doing what is
right in God's eyes.

A lot of things in life, | think, come down to this question of can't or won't, especially if you know God.
So many of the times we are saying can't when God says, if you are with me, that can't is really a
won't, that you won't trust me with what | have told you already. And look, | don't know what iron
chariots you might be facing this morning in your life, but | know that we've probably all got at least
one that we've been facing for a long time, and we've chosen to say over and over again to that iron
chariot, | can't, | can't, | can't.



Maybe you're struggling in your marriage and you're saying to yourself, | can't make this work. | can't
fight for this anymore. And at the same time, God says to you, you can't or you won't. Maybe, you
know, you should be moving forward in your spiritual life. You've been stagnant and stalling out in
your spiritual life for a long time.

You know you should be reading more of your Bible, or getting involved in a small group, or being
intentional about your spiritual life in some way. And you just been saying, | can't. | can't make time for
that. | can't fit that into my schedule. | can't imagine what that would look like to start reading my Bible
or to be hanging out with people | don't know and talking about Jesus.

But here's the thing in all of that, God might be asking you, you can't or you won't. And maybe you run
a business, or maybe you work for a business where there's some borderline unethical stuff going on,
at least some stuff that you're not comfortable with, or maybe with your own finances. There's some
things you're doing you're not fully comfortable with, but you feel like you have to do it in order to keep
your job or your business or your finances.

And so you're saying, | can't | can't stop doing this because | might lose too much. And God is saying,
you can't or you won't. Maybe you have a neighbor or a friend who doesn't know Jesus, and you've
been telling yourself, | can't share my faith. | can't share the good news of Christ with them. And God
says, you can't or you won't.

And maybe you keep going back to that one sin over and over and over again. And you finally said to
yourself, | can't. | can't get over this. | can't overcome it. And God is saying, you can't or you won't.
And maybe you're here this morning and you've never made a decision to follow Jesus with your life.
And you're saying, | can't do that.

| just can't fit that into my life. | don't know what that would look like in my life. And God is saying,
look, you can't or you won't now, can't or won't. | think it's such a simple question that we can ask of a
myriad of different things in our lives all the time, but | also think it's a really powerful question,
because when you ask yourself that question, can't or won't, even if you don't make a decision to
move on it, at least what it does for you is it is it is it brings you to a place where you can be honest
with yourself about what's going on in your life.

You can be honest with yourself about why it is that you've ended up in certain cycles that continue
over and over again, where you continue to fall in the same traps over and over again. At least it
brings you to a place where you're not blaming other situations or other people, or God himself.
Because what you begin to see is you ask that question is the realization that I'm in this, and Il
continue to be in this until | recognize that many times when I'm saying | can't, I'm really saying that |
won't, that | won't listen to God, that | won't trust God, that | won't obey God.



And if we're going to break the broken cycles and spirals in our lives in those places, the | won't need
to become, | will. | will trust God. | will listen to God, | will obey God. That's the struggle that the
Israelites are going to have throughout this entire book. The struggle with can we trust God or not?

Should we listen to God or not? | won't or | can't or | won't versus | won't. There's a difference there.
And let's pray. Father, we ask you this morning that you would help us to see the lessons in the book
of judges. We know there's a lot going on here in some ways, in a place that's foreign to us.

But at the same time, Lord, your lessons, your principles, your word is timeless. And so we ask, Lord,
that you would apply your word to our lives, that we would be able to see how powerful it can be to
really challenge ourselves in real ways. And we know, Lord, that you you ask these questions of us,
whether it's a question of won't or can't or, what do you challenge us with these things?

You challenges with your word. Not because you mean to harm us or you mean to shame us, but,
Lord, because it's for our good. You see, the cycles that we live out in our lives that are continuing to
hurt ourselves and hurt others. Some of them are minor. Some of them are big deals that are
continuing to do damage in our lives, and we can't figure out how to get out of it.

Lord, | pray that you would give us wisdom through this series about a step out of that cycle and
choose to trust you in the midst of it. How to break that cycle, how to break those spirals through your
faithfulness towards us. And as we respond to you, Lord, we ask that you would give us the wisdom
to see where you're calling us and to see what you're saying to our hearts.

We pray all these things in Jesus name, Amen.
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